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EXTRACTED FROM THE PRI- 
VATE DIARY OF A CHRISTIAN 
MINISTER. 
NUM. II, 
OCTOBER, &C., 

SEVERAL months have now 
elapsed since, as I trust, the Lord 
Jesus, my ever-blessed bridegroom, 
married my soul to himself, in an 
everlasting covenant. I pause to 
take a solemn, but transient review 
of the scenes that are past, And ah, 
how greatly variegated, has been 
the tenor of my life ! Ihave had ma- 
ny gloomy trying hours and days. 
Clouds and darkness have often 
settled, and thickened around me. 
Sometimes 1 could say with the 
psalmist, “The Lord hath lifted 
me up ;” but sometimes I sensibly 
felt that he had cast me down. 

To the praise of unmerited mer- 
cy, I desire to acknowledge, and 
record the goodness of God. By 
the sacred breath of the Holy Spi- 
rit, as by a heavenly breeze, the sur- 
rounding gloom has, now and then, 
been broken and scattered. And 
the aspect of things has thus been 
refreshingly changed. But alas “the 
clouds still return after the rain.” 
© when will the shadows fly whol- 
ly away ! When will the day dawn 
unclouded ! When will the sun 
arise, to sit no more! “I will get 
me up tothe mountains of myrrh, 
to the hills of frankincense.” I 
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have set my face towards Zion. I 
am travelling for the heavenly Je- 
rusalem, I must not, I cannot turn 
back. 

Amidst a thousand changes in 
my frames and feelings, I am re- 
solved in dependence on the aids 
of promised grace, to hold on my 
way. My affections, I confess, are 
not always warm, nor do I at any 
time come up to my own designs ; 
yet thanks to my God, he still ani- 
mates me, with resolutions to aim 
at, and press towards the mark. 
Tis true I am often dismayed, and 
frequently foiled in my best at. 
tempts ; but blessed be my rock, 
he has never, once suffered me to 
think of renouncing his cause. An@ 
Gop forbid that I ever should. Itis 
the cause on which the counsels of 
Jchovah were, from everlasting em- 
ployed. It is the cause in which the 
Son of God engaged, and for which 
he suffered, and bled, and died. It 
is the cause, for which the Spirit, 
with his most holy influence, is sent 
down from Gop out of heaven, to 
deal with men, to awaken, con-— 
vince, and convert sinners, to renew 
and sanctify human souls, and raise 
them to a meetness for the heavenly 
glory. Itis the cause in which the 
friends of God, of every age, of eve- 
ry denomination, andin every clime 
are deeply interested. With them, 
I desire, deliberately, and freely to 
take my lot. To them I think, I 
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feel my heart united, in the bonds 
of christian love. I long to be con- 
nected with them in the engage- 
ments of Gop’s most gracious cov- 
enant. I long tomeet them at the 
table of my Father’s grace. I hope 
one day to meet them at his right 
hand above. 

I have, however, been afraid to 
make a public profession of religion, 
afraid to venture on its sealing or- 
dinances, Though pressed by con- 
science, and by christian friends, I 
have hitherto refrained. But when 
I heard last Lord’s day, that my be- 
loved minister had devoted a day to 
conference with candidates for 
christian communion, I determined 
to attend. 

But O what solicitude possessed 
my mind, when I had formed this 
resolution! I trembled at the 
thought of going. But I could not 
repel the impression, which acon- 
viction of duty had imprinted on 
my heart. In every situation that 
tender address, seemed to sound 
on my ear, “This do in remem- 
brance of me.” Every. evasion 
which guilt and fear could suggest, 
was successively urged ; but stiil 


the melting address of dying love 
echoed on my ear, This do in re- 


membrance of me.’”? What could 
I do ? What ought I to have done ? 
YT could not deliberately refuse. 
But I wanted still greater light. 
To the throne of divine mercy I 
was urged to repair. ‘To the God 
of all grace, I was constrained to 
lift my cry. The Lord was in- 
treated for me; and of him I 
found relief.: He helped me over 
my difficulties. He removed my 
discouragements, He cleared, and 
smoothed my wav. He took me, 
and brought me into the bond of 
his covenant, 

My difficulties were of different 
kinds ; but, everlasting praises to 
my God, he has been graciously 
pleased to remove them all. My 
soui’s relentless enemy remonstrat- 
ed; whatif you are not a subject 
of réligion ? what if you are all 
the while deceived ?» what if all 
your supposed experiences are 





mere delusion? My dear Imman- 
uel silenced all objections on this 
account. In doing this he led me 
to close self-examination; and to 
deep respect for the good and hos 
ly word of God. I searched the 
scriptures, I read the promises res 
corded in them, I saw enough in 
them to supply my every want. I 
saw the dispositions and the exer- 
cises of soul described minutely, to 
which these promises were made, 
I then reviewed the exercises of my 
own heart. { looked back on past 
experiences, which I could not for- 
get, ‘I think I clearly traced such 
exercises of soul as could not arise 
from fancy, nor from a worse spir= 
it. I think I discerned plainly such 
experiences as denote a work of 
God’s most free and glorious graces 
and so I was constrained to cons 
clude, that I was zndeed a subject 
of the Holy Spirit’s regenerating 
influence. 

In this conclusion, however, I 
could not securely rest, without the 
satisfying evidence af the Redeem= 
er’s witnessing spirit. And QO, the 


mercy, the condescension and the 


love! That celestial agent, shed 
down his heavenly liglit, first up 
on the word of God, and thus 
brought in lively view, at once its 
meaning and its truth ; next, upon 
the gracious work already wrought 
upon my heart ; to show its reali- 
ty, and prove it all his own, and 
then upon my faith, to discover to 
me its nature and its power. Up- 
on the whole, after the closest selfs 
examination, I wasled to draw the 
comfortable conclusfon ; that the 
God of grace had given me that 
divine religion, which of its own 
nature, makes a humble, sclf-ioath- 
ing , self-denyi ing, grace-exalting 
bent of mind, and so a life, evi- 
dently bearing the heavenly ime 
press, In this way, the adorable 
source of mercy put the matter of 
my safety in Christ out of all dowbt 
to my soul, Thus he let me see 
that such religion as, I trust, I had 
expe er ed, was as surely saving 
as the word ‘of God was true. 

One dnccichinns ent thus hap- 
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pily taken away, another started 
into view. It was this. All the 


baptism with water, I had ever re- 
ceived, was dispensed to me In In- 


fancy. I had never taken on my- 
self the obligations of the gospel 
covenant. And I was urged with 
the enquiry ; how I could in this 
case consistently proceed ? My dear 
Immanuel removed this obstruction 
also. For this he let me see that 
baptism is an ordinance of dedica- 
tion ; an ordinance for the conse- 
cration of persons to God ; and that 
if it were not so, it could not be per- 
formed in faith, in the name of the 
Father,the Son and the Holy Ghost. 
Nor could it on any other principle 
be shown how baptism was, as the 
apostle expresses it, a ws7ble put- 
ting on of Christ. That baptism 
was an ordinance of dedication, I 
was assured could not on rational 
or scriptural ground, be justly de- 
nied. As a church ordinance, I 
clearly saw that when once dis- 
pensed, by an officer in the king- 
dom of Christ, no repetition was 
necessary, and that if it even 


were repeated, that action could’ 


add neither validity nor sanction 
to the sacred rite, With equal 
clearness, I was led to see, that if 
the persons dedicating have a right 
to what they devote to God, and can 
do it in faith, it will meet the divine 
approbation, and be valid in the 
sight of God.. 

It is true, by reason of nonage, I 
could give no express consent to 
the obligations of the covenant, 
under the engagements of whici: I 
was placed. But I was constrain- 
ed to admit that God’s right to me 


did not depend either in whole or } 


in part, on my own express con- 
sent. By the conduct of divine 
Providence, I found myself in a 
situation far different from that of 
the individuals composing the hea- 
then nations; and I could not put 
myself in their condition, if it were 
even possible for me to wish it. 
But thanks be unto God, he kept me 
from indulging the desire that the 
covenant into which I was brought 
by baptism, might be vacated, 
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+ . On the whole, I clearly saw, arid. 
really felt that, what was done for 
me in my infancy, was. binding on 
me now. | trembled at the thought 
of disowning my relation to the 
glorious God. I durst not, I could 
not despise nor renounce my bap- 
tism ; lest by implication, and by 
_practice, I should renounce and de- 
ny that adorable name, into which 
I was baptized. No room was 
therefore left for just concern about 
any other baptism. 

My mind was accordingly settled 
and I deliberately renewed the res- 
olution that I weuld, without delay, 
present myself a candidate for the 
church’s charity and fellowship. 

Wednesday evening. ‘This has 
been to me, an all-important and in- 
teresting day. The transactions of 
the day were deeply affecting ; they 
were also unutterably refreshing. I 
desire now to recollect, and record 
the goodness of God, in lifting upthe 
light of his reconciled countenance 
upon my soul, both in the way to, 
and in the time of the conference. 
IT humbly adore his unmerited mer- 
cy, for giving me clearness of mind, 
enlargement of heart, and freedom 
of speech. I bless his name for en- 
abling me to sustain and go through 
the examination in a manner, far 
surpassing my most raised expec~- 
tations, I give thanks to the God 
of grace, for his influences. of light,. 
and life, and comfort, imparted 
amidst the solemn transactions, 
‘Solemn indeed! I have, to day, 


‘enrolled myself in the ranks of the. 


armies of the living God. .To-day 
“ T have subscribed with my hand 
unto the Lorp, and sur-named my- 
self by the name of Israel.”” But 
though these transactions were un- 
speakably solemn, yet I think I ne- 
ver did any thing with more satis- 
faction in all my life. I could cheer- 
fully say with my poet 5 


To this dear cov’nant of thy word 
I set my worthlefs name; 

I seal th’ engagement to my Lord, 
And make my humble claim. 
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And glory fhall be mine ; 
My life and soul, my beert and flesh, 
And all my pow’rs are thine, 


Lord’sday morning. “ Thisis 
the day, which the Lorp hath 
made, I will rejoice and be glad in 
it.” It was David, the royal pro- 
phet, and the inspired psalmist, 
that first uttered these interesting 
words. ButI would have them in- 
scribed on my heart to-day, as 
by the fingers of the blessed Spir- 
it f God. The light of the bless- 
ed christian sabbath has once more, 
been permitted to shine upon me. 
And the natural sun seems to arise, 
with peculiar majesty, and mild- 
ness. O that the sun of righteous- 
ness would arise upon my ransomed 
soul, with healing in his rays. God 
grant, that this communion ‘sabbath 
may be, as one of the days of hea- 
ven to those who shall surround the 
Lord’s table, and feast on the dear 
memorials of the Savior’s love, 
O that the good Lord would, at his 
delightful table, meet with, and re- 
fresh the spirits of young commu- 
nicants, and give them a meal to- 
day, signally blessed of heaven. 
Will God, the great, the adorabie 
God, vouchsafe to permit an un- 
worthy, anill-deserving particle of 
dust, to sit to-day, at his table, and 
eat of the children’s bread ! O that 
this solemn day, may indeed bea 
day of the Son of Man ; a day of 
his power ; a day of his grace ; and 
a day in ‘his courts, better, and 
sweeter far, than a thousand else- 
where !! 

Iam to-day, as it were, to make 
a solemn visit to mount Calvary, 
and go to the place, where Jesus 
Christ is to be set forth, as cruci- 
fied before my eyes. I want tobe 
furnished with every qualification, 
grace, and virtue for communicat- 
ing arightin the ordinance of the 
Lord’s supper. I want to have the 
wedding garment on, that I may be 
prepared to go to the marriage 
feast, the feast of love which Jesus, 
my blessed bridegroom, has prepare 
ed. I want to have my oil, and my 
lamp, lighted at the beams of the 
sun of righteousness, so that it 
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shall not go out. I want the eyes 
of faith, that I may look away to 
Golgotha, and Gethsemane ; that 
I may get a sight of my Savior’s 
agony and bloody sweat; that I 
may behold the streams of redeem- 
ing saving blood, that gushed from 
every wound, and flow ed plentiful- 
ly down from. the cross. I want 
my heart to be, to-day, like an al- 
tar, on which the sacred fire of 
love to God, and love to man, may 
glow and burn. I want true spirit 
ual hunger, and thirst for the hea- 
venly manna, and the water of 
life, that shall to-day, be set before 
me, that I may not languish, and 
pine at the gospel feast. These 
are some of my wants to-day ; and 
O, who can supply them ? I know, 
assuredly, that neither angels nor 
men, can bestow the mercies which 
I find I stand in need of. To the 
God of angels and of men, | desire 
now devoutly to address my fervent 
cry. O THOU most, High, and 
most Holy, whose name alone is 
JEHOVAH ; loak down in mercy on 
4 poor unworthy sinner, whose soul 
languishes for thy favor, and who 
humbly longs for nearness to, and 
communion with thyself, in the 
christian feast, © Father, vouch- 
safe to enlightén, support and com- 
fort the soul of thy poor worthless 
child, whose guilt and _ vileness, 
makes him tremble as he comes, 
though he-dare not, cannot stay a- 
way. To thy throne of mercy, 
AporRED Gop I come; for thou 
only hast the words of life. Be 
thou my.su7, and let my mind re- 
ceive the light of grace. In thy 
light, bright morning star, let me 
behold thy glory. I Make thy sacred 
table, like mount Zudor to my 
waiting soul. Let it be indeed a 
mount of transfiguration. Indulge 
me then with such a sight of thine 
own glory, in the face of Christ, 
as shall satisfy my mind, captivate 
mv heart, transform my soul into 
thine image, and make me long to 
be, where I shall enjoy, the unveil- 
ed vision of thy face forever. 
Be thou my soul-refreshing, my 
ever-flowing, never-failing foun- 
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tain, from whence I may daily 
draw the sweet waters of eternal 
life. O let thy holy, thy reviving 
influences be, on this communion 
season, like Jordan, and overflow 
all its banks. Let the water of 
life, from that river whose streams 
make glad the city of God, flow 
into the heart of every communi- 
cant today. Let the soul of thine 
undeserving child be refreshed 
as with living water, and become 
like the garden of Gop, a garden 
which the Lord hath watered, 

Be thou my soul-enriching trea- 
sure ; and from thy fulness let me 
receive ‘and grace for grace.” 
Upon thee be all my wants, and 
from thee let me receive all my sup- 
plies. Give meaccess to Christ’s 
unsearchable riches; and QO, do 
thou deal with me, not according to 
my feeling, and sense of need ; 
but according to my real necessi- 
ty, and thy royal bounty. 

All-glorious Gon, grace thine own 
ordinance, and beautify the assem- 
bly of thy people, with thy presence. 
Bow thy heavens, and come down. 
Shine in thy mercy, shine through 
the lattice of thy holy ordinance to 
day. Let the souls of thy children 
feel thee present at, thy sacred 
board. And QO, thou ‘God of love, 
vouchsafe to make the christian 
feast to which thou hast invited me, 
a healing and a sealing ordi- 
nance. Deign to meet me at thy 
sacred table; there let me feast on 
love divine, and crop the blossoms 
of the tree of life. And thence 
permit me to return with my la- 
boring soul at rest ; my mind re- 
freshed, and my heart enlarged, 
to run the way of thy command- 
ments. (rod grant me this grace, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. » 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE DUTY 
AND ADVANTAGES OF FAMI- 
LY WORSHIP. 


IT lies, in a great measure, with 
the head of a family to prescribe 
what shali be the duty of the sev- 
eral members of his domestic 
charge, Is it to be expected that 
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) the child, or the servant, will con- 


duct with greater propriety than 
the parent, or the master ? If par- 
ents and masters never pray to al- 
mighty God, will their children 
and their servants ? 

Is not prayer a duty enjoined 
upon all, who enjoy the light of rev- 
elation, by Jehovah, through the 
mouths of his prophet:, through 
the command of his Son, and 
through the example of all good 
men in every age of the world? 
What could be a more honorable 
testimony to the piety of Abraham, 
than that, which God gave in these 
impressive words ? “ For I know 
him, that he will command his 
children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way 
of the Lord.” How noble was the 
resolution of Joshua, when in his 
affectionate address to the tribes of 
Israel, he declared that, whatever 


‘might be their choice, as for him 


and his house, he was determined 
to serve the Lord. | 

In the kingdoms of nature, prov- 
idence, and grace, God operates by 
means. When he promised his 
people, as we find in the book of 
Ezekiel, that he would multiply 
the fruit of the tree, and the in- 
crease of the field, he added, ‘* Yet, 
for all these things, will I be en- 
quired of by the house of Israel to 
do it for them.” Hence may we 
not infer, that frayer is a mean, 
in the constitution of God’s govern- 
ment, of securing the mercies we 
continually need? ‘* Christ, the 
“ great example of the righteous, 
“ and of the elect,” says Cruden, 
“ taught us to pray to inform us, 
“ that it is by ‘Aat we honor God, 
“and draw down upon ourselves 
“ his favors.” We have scripture 
authority, when we assert, that 
Jehovah will bless the habitation of 
the just and the families,which call 
on his name, It is not because 
God is ignorant of our situation, 
that we are directed to make 
known to him our various necessi- 
ties and desires, by the medium of 
prayer. We address him in this 
solemn manner, because he has 
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commanded us so todo. He has 
made it our duty and our privilege 
to unbosom ourselves before bim in 
the way of supplication, thanks- 
giving, and praise. He has beer 
pleased to promise that, if we ask, 
we shall receive. W hat conditions 
more merciful, can we wish ? The 
duty of prayer in general is abun- 
dantly inculcated both by precept 
and example throughout the word 
of God. The advantages attend. 
ing an observance of this and of 
every other divine appointment, 
are the smiles of Him, whose lov- 
ing kindness is better than life. 
The prayer of the righteous, we 
therefore see, availeth much. 

Have we not reason to suppose 
that the children of those parents, 
who have conscientiously made it 
their practice to offer up the morn- 
ing and the evening sacrifice of 
prayer and praise, actually expe- 
rience blessings, on account of such 
devotional exercises, fer many gen- 
erations ? Who will venture to as- 
sert that many of the distinguished 
mercies, bestowed upon the Amer- 
ican land, at the present day, are 
not in consequence of the earnest 
supplications of onr venerable and 
plous ancestors ? Was it not for the 
religious character ot Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, that the children 
of Israel became the chosen preopile ? 
What consolation then must it af- 
ford the sincere christian to reflect, 
when called from the stage of life 
that he can give up his beloved 
offspring, and all his friends to the 
protection of Him, who is ever rea- 
dy to hear, accept, and answer the 
prayers of penitence and faith, 

We should seriously consider, 
that all, who forget God, are most 
imminently exposed to his awful 
judgments. The curse of the Lord 
is in the house of the wicked. How 
dreadful is that passage in the pro- 
phecy of Jeremiah, where it is said, 
*¢ Pour out thy fury,”’ or as it might 
os rendered, * T hv fury shallbe 

_, Pered out on the families, that 

call not on thy name.” 

How can we expect that God will 
continue the blessings of his com- 





mon providence, if we never ac. 
knowledge our dependence en him? 
How can we calculate on hisloving- 
kindness, when we do not ask it? 
Why should we not fear the frowns 
of Heaven on all our enjoyments, 
when they are never sanctified by 
prayer? 

Does not the intimate and endear. 
ing relation, which subsists bet ween 
the several members of a family, 
plainly indicate the propriety and 
the expediency of their unz‘tng in 
daily addresses. at the footstool of 
mercy ? ifany should reply in the 
negative, we would ask upon what 
principle it is, that nations were 
ever directed to write in solemn 
acts of worship ? 

It is not so difficult to point out 
duty, as to persuade to an observ- 
ance of it. 

Be intreated, fellow mortal, 
whoever thou art, if honored with 
the care and the biessing of chil- 
dren and domestics, to consider the 
importance of devoutly leading 
them in prayer, to the great Father 
of mercies, as constantly as thou 

art spared to witness the return 
and the close of each revolving 
day. Seriously reflect on the fatal 
consequences, which will ensue to 
the world, if families call not on 
the name of God. If religion de« 
cay in our domestic circles, it will, 
of course, dwindle to nothing in 
societies of larger extent. It will, 
at last become an empty name. 
Then, there will bea want of chars 
ity. There will be unhappy mise 
understandings, strifes, and divi- 
sions, Vice and immorality will 
erect their standard... Some will 
be for Paul, some for Apollos, and 
some for Cephas. Some will af- 
fect to consider one part of scrip- 
ture, only, as authentic and worthy 
of attention, and some another, and 
some will condemn the whole. 
Thus, while they are contending 
for their favorite opinions, God will 
seldom receive the homage, which 
is his due. 

It is a very interesting consider- 
ation, that we shal] answer not on- 
ly for ourselves, before the great 
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sudge of all, but for those children 
“and domestics committed to our 
care. So far as we shall neglect to 
bring them up in the nurture and 
the admonition of the Lord, so far 
must we answer, with shame and 
confusion of face, in the great day 
cf accounts. As God has set min- 
isters in his churches to become 
watchmen, so has he set the heads 
of families in their own houses ; 
and, if any souls there perish 
through neglect, at whose hand will 
their blood be required ? 

Be persuaded, parents and mas- 
ters, as you regard the everlasting 
happiness of those, whom your 
good example may influence, to be- 
come priests in your beloved fami- 
lies. We have never seen nor heard 
of any, who at the close of life, re- 
eretted the religious counsels they 
had given,or the pious example they 
had set their children and domest- 
ics. Nor can we conceive it possible 
for any man to have a becoming 
sense of God and his holy laws, and 
yet, willingly, to live in the neglect 
of prayer. either secret or social. 
Re not offended at the freedom of 
this address; for the writer can 
have no motive, which will not bear 
the test of enquiry. Suffer this word 
of exhortation’on a subject, which, 
duly considered, may be instru- 
mental to the best interest of ma- 
ny precious and immortal souls. 
Endeavor torealize the importance 
of the charge committed to your 
hands. Strive for an affecting sense 
of your various wants, Carry 
them, with reverence and humili- 
ty, to the mercy seat of that God, 
who has promised that, if we ask, 
we shall receive. Unbosom your- 
selves, before him, amid your be- 
loved domestic circles. Every 
morning and every eve wug, let 
this be your delightiul task. It will 
not only be a shield to you from the 
temptations of the world ; but will 
lead those, who lock up to you for 
an example in every thing, to en- 
quire, almost assoon as they have 
earned to lisp, for their Creator, 
and to remember hin, in the days 
ef their youth, in such a manner 
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that, if they should live to maturi= 
ty of years, they will not forget 
him. It is a well known fact, that 
some of the best christians have 
acknowledged that their regard 
for things of everlasting moment 
was implanted by the daily 
prayers, which they were accus- 
tomed to hear in early life. ’ 
We conclude with a quotation 
from the writings of miss Hannah 
More, who is an ornament to her 
country and the religion of Jesus. 
** Prayers change our hearts, 
“And thus dispose Omnipotence to 
mercy. 

*\Tis man that alters, God is fill the 
same, é 
“Conditional are all heaven’s coven- 

ants, 
“And when the uplifted thunder is 
witheld, 
“Tis prayer that deprecates the ime 
pending bolt.” 
ONKELOS. 


FAMILY ORDER AND GOVERNs 
MENT, OR THE PIOUS AND Ex« 
EMPLARY HOUSEHOLD, 


NUM. II. 


EXEMPLARIUS, the piotis and 
religious parent, whose character 
and practice are under considera 
tion, having jointly with his fami- 
ly offered up the morning sacrifice 
to that merciful and good Being, on 
whom all creatures are dependent 
for life, breath, and all things; goes 
forth to the business of theday, with 
a composed and cheerful mind. He 
feels a satisfaction in having com- 
mitted himself and his concerns to 
the disposals of infinite wisdom, 
and in having asked the special 
presence, guidance and blessing of 
God, through the day; knowing, 
that it is not in man that walketh 
to direct his steps, and that no uns 
dertakirgs nor labors will be suc- 
cessful, without his blessing. He 
places entire confidence in that glo- 
rious Sovereign, whose Providence 
is Universal, and who has gracious 
ly said in his word, Z'rust in the 
Lord with all ihine heart ; and 
dean net to thine cvvn understands 
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ing. In ail thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

Amidst the usual concerns of the 
day, even while his hands are em- 
ployed inworldly business,the heart 
of ExEMPLARIUS 1s, occasionally 
exercised in contemplation on di- 
vine things, and iifted up in pious 
ejaculations to the great, Disposer 
of all events. Thus he keeps up 
communion with God and inter- 
course with heaven ; living in a 
good measure above the world, 
while engaged in its lawful and 
necessary concerns ; which is ii- 
deed the real temper and disposi- 
tion of all who are born of God, 
who have their affections taken off 
from dependence on sublunary 
things for happiness, and who are 
aspiring after the glories and fe- 
licities of the heavenly state. 

ExEMPLARIUS, who feels a be- 
coming sense of his dependence 
on God, and of his obligations to 
him, for eyery favor, and of the 
absolute need ofthis gracious bene- 
diction on all the enjoyments of 
life, is careful, statedly, to ask the 
divine blessing tipon his food, when 
prepared, and to express his grate- 
tul acknowledgements, after it has 
been received. He sits not down, 
therefore, like the heathen who 
know not God, at the table of his 
daily providence to partake of the 
bounties of his hand, without look- 
ing up to the Father ‘el all mercies, 
for his gracious benediction. He 
knows that the good ‘creatures of 
life, though ever so good in them- 
selves, are no farther good or ben- 
eficial to men, than they are sanc- 

tified to them by the word of God 
and prayer; and that all these 
good creatures ought to be recetved 
with thanksgiving. Accordingly, 
when about with his family, to par- 
take of the fruits of divine good- 
ness, he expresses himself, in few 
words, to the following effect, 

* O Lord God, whose kind prov- 
idence supplies our daily returning 
wants, who spreadest our table, 
and fillest our cup, giving us many 
things richly to enjoy ; be pleased 
to pardon our sins which render 
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us unworthy of thy favors, and to 
command thy blessing upon our 
persons, and upon all our enjoy- 
ments ; particularly on these fruits 
of thy bounty before us. Sanctify 
them to our use, and give us grace 
to improve these and all other mer- 
cies indulged us, to thy glory. 
And by the streams of thy goodness 
may we always be led up to thee, 
our divine Benefactor, in gratitude, 
love and obedience, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, Amen.” 

And, after having experienced 
bodily refreshment from the boun- 
ties of divine providence, feeling é- 
motions of gratitude rising in his 
heart to the great Giver of every 
good and perfect gift, he expresses 
his sentiments in- the following 
manner, 

“ Most merciful God, our daily 
Preserver and bountiful Benefac- 
tor, accept, we beseech thee, our 
thankful acknowledgments of thy 
goodness in the refreshment now 
received from the openings of thy 
liberal hand. Be pleased to supply 
the wants of the destitute and nee- 
dy, and to bestow upon us, thine 
unworthy creatures, those further 
communications of thy goodness 
which thou seest to be needful and 
best for us ; especially, be pleased 
evermore to giveus the bread and 
water of life, and may our souls be 
nourished up thereby to life ev- 
erlasting, through Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer. Amen?’ 

[t is, in the view of ExEMPLA- 
RIUS, a plain duty, and but a 
very reasonable thing, thus to im- 
plore a blessing, and to return 
thanks at the table of God’s com- 
mon providence. He considers, 
that, without the divine blessing, 
outward enjoyments will prove but 
curses to those, who have them 3; 
and with good reason queries, to 
whom should the children of men 
ever express the thankfulness of 
their hearts for mercies received, 
if not to that gracious God, with- 
out whose supporting hand nofam- 
ily or person could subsist a sin- 
ele moment? He cannot therefore 
feel easy in the neglect of’so plain 
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la duty, and accotdingly is sincerely | 


resolved to keep up “the regular 
discharge of it. 


The day being now closed, and 


the season for retiring to rest, ar- 
rived, having experienced the 
divine protection and blessing 
through the day, and feeling a 
sense of increased obligation to 
God, ExEMPLARILUg, according to 
the dictates of the divine word, 
and of his own mind, and agreea- 
bly to. the laudable example of 
primitive christians and the uni- 
form practice of the truly pious, 
of. jatter ages, offers up with his 
hougehold to the living and true 
God, the evening sacrifice ; ex- 
pressing his fervent devotions in 
sentiment and language, as here 
follows, - 

“Supremely great and infinitely 
holy God. Betore thée angels bow 
and archangels veil their faces, 
being unable to behold the splen- 
der of thy majesty. We thy sin- 
ful and unworthy creatures would 
bow ourselves before thee, with 
humility, reverence, and godly 
fear ; and would offer up to thee 
our evening sacrifice of prayer and 
praise. Besides thee, there is no 
God. Thy name, alone, is Jeho- 
vah. Thy name, alone, is excellent 
in all the earth. We adore thee, 
for what thou art in thyself, and 
praise thee for what thou art unto 
us, by the communications of thy 
goodness. Every day brings new 
testimonials of thy favor. We have 
fresh experience of thy goodness, 
as often as we breathe ; for, in thine 
hand, O Lord, our breath is, and 
thine are allourways. Wethank 
thee for the salvation of the day 
past, and that we are before thee, 
at this time,in circumstances of so 
much mercy. Wepraise thy name 
for the liberty enjoyed bv us of unit- 
ing, as a family, inour address at 
the throne of thy grace. May we 
come into thy presence, believing 
thy perfections and providence, and 
believing that thou arta gracious 
and faithful rewarder of those who 
diligently seek thee. May we be 
enabled to seek thee aright, and ask 
VOL. I. ‘NUM, I. 
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of thee things agreeable to thy will; 
And O that thou wouldest be pleas= 
ed to lend a listening ear to the 
voice of our supplication. May 
our prayer come before thee, asin- 
cense, and the litting up of our 
hearts and hands be acceptable, as 
the evening sacrifice, | 

‘Be pleased, O most merciful Gop 
to look down with a gracious eye 
upon us, Be mercifulto our unrigh- 
teousness and forgive all our sins, 
Afford us the sanctifying influences 
of thy Spirit and deliver us effec 
tually from the dominion and the 
pollution of sin. May we be brought 
into the glorious liberty of thy chil- 
dren, and made to rejoice in thee, as 
our Father, friend, and never fail 
ing portion. Prepare us for doing 
and suffering thy will on earth, and 
sanctify to us all our mercies, and 
all our trials. May we realize 
death, judgment and eternity, and 
be prepared for those solemn 
scenes, / 

‘¢ QO Lord, be gracious to this fam- 
ily. Bless us in our family connex- 
ions, and in our @omestic concerns, 
May we be faithful to the trusts 
reposed in us.. May we serve thee 
and our generation according to thy 
will, and be prepared, finally, for 
the more perfect union, services, 
and enjoyments of thy heavenly 
kingdom. 

“ Dwell in this town. Cause re 
ligion to revive and flourish here; 
Suit of thy mercies to the particus 
lar circumstances of every family 
and every person; and may this 
people have abundant occasion to 
rejoice in the smiles of thy provi- 
dence and in the blessings of thy 
grace. 

Dwell in allovr towns, Water 
and build up thy churches. Bless 
the ministers of thy word; and 
make them faithful and successful. 
Bless all orders and degrees of mens 
Make our rulers wise and faithful; 
may they be ministers of God for 
good; and may thy people lead 
quiet and peaceable lives in all gods 
liness and honesty. Bless and pros- 
per the means of grace, and the 
means of education ; and cause 
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wisdom, knowledge, and virtue, to 
be the stability of our times. 

“ Bless all nations and kingdoms 
ofthe earth. May péace and lib- 
erty, truth and righteousness, pure 
and undefiled religion every where 
prevail, and all the inhabitants of 
the earth rejoice in thy salvation. 
And now, O Lord our God, be plea- 
sed to look with compassion and 
mercy upon us thy sinful creatures, 
and bless us with thesaving health 
of thy countenance. Grant us, we 
beseech thee, thy holy protection 
this night. May we lie down in 
thy fear, rest in thy favor, be re- 
freshed with sleep in the season of 
it,and awake in the morning, in- 
vigorated to the duties, and prepar- 
ed for the events of .another day. 
Fit us for all the duties and vicissi- 
tudes of life. May we glorify thee, 
on earth, and finish the work which 
thou has given ustodo. May we 
stand complete in thy whole will, 
waiting for the coming of the Son 
of Man. And when thou in thy ho- 
ly providence, shall see fit to call us 
off this mortal stage, whether it 
be sooner or later, whether it be 
suddenly, or with more previous 
warning, may we be found prepar- 
ed for death, may we depart in 
peace, having seen thy salvation, 
and enter into that glorious, eter- 
nal rest, that remains tothy people. 

“This our evening address, we 
present unto thee, in the name and 
as the disciples of Jesus Christ, and 
to the only wise God and our Sa- 
vior, be ascribed everlasting prai- 
ses. Amen.” 

Thus ExEMPLARIUS acknowl- 
edges God in all his ways, and 
as the priest of his household, offers 
up to the Most High the morning 
and evening sacrifice. And, in 
this way of duty, he finds that the 
divine presence and blessing more 
generally attend them, than for- 
merly, when he neglected his duty, 
in this respect, when he cast off 
fear and restrained prayer before 
God. And this, among other 
things, greatly encourages him to 
persevere in the ways of well do- 
tng. Heis influenced likewise, by 
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the pleasure of an Fg | 
mind in the discitirge of require 
duty, and by those declarations of 
the inspired volume, which assert, 
on the one hand, “that God will 
pour out his fury upon the heath- 
en, that know him not, and upon 
the families that call not upon his 
name ;” and on the other hand, 
“that the Lord taketh pleasure in 
them who fear him, and that those 
who call upon his name in sin- 
cerity and truth, shall be saved.” 
: PAULINUS. 


-_——ae 5 


A LETTER, ON A PARTICULAR 
PROVIDENCE, 


AN EXTRACT, 

“ SINCE we can have no ade- 
quate idea of the Supreme Being, 
"tis impossible to speak adequately 
of his perfections. Our highest 
expressions are far too low, and 
our most exalted faculties too ime 
potent to reach him, who hath mea 
sured the waters in the hollow of 
his hand, and meted out the heave 
ens with a span. How shall the 
human mind take in the perfec. 
tions of its maker? How shall a 
weak finite being grasp infinitude? 

It is natural for every one, who 
reflects thus upon the insufficiency 
of human understanding, to seek a 
better guide to lead him to the 
knowledge of his creator. When 
he carries his enquiries beyond the 
reach of human abilities, he has 
need of more than human assist- 
ances ‘This leads him to exam- 
ine the sacred writings, where 
God has condescended in some 
measure to reveal himself to us, 
*Tis too much to expect, that he 
should here shew us all his glory ; 
yet he has favored us with a dis- 
tant view of him, as he did his 
servant Moses. His charms, as 
here described, are such as no 
mortal unenlightened could de- 
scribe, conceive, or comprehend. 
His duration is eternity, his being 
perfection, his habitation infinitude 

-and the universe his work. The 
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scriptures are full of such sublime 
notions of the Deity.. Yet these 
writings are disregarded by the 
beau monde, and’trampled upon 
by the free thinking gentlemen of 
this age. These writings are by 
some, thought unworthy of exam- 
ination ; and that for this strange 
reason ; because, say they, those 
books, so used, would not only 
countenance either of our opinions, 
but any other. Now to suppose 
that God hath revealed his will to 
mankind, and yet revealed it in 
such terms as are capable of dif- 
ferent interpretations, and may 
be applied to countenance al] opin- 
ions of whatever kind, to suppose 
this I say is impious and absurd. 
But not to insist too rigorously on 
these deductions, but lest it should 
be thought, by the opposers of my 
opinion, that I have used these 
books unfairly, and put a forced 
interpretation upon a few texts 
merely to serve my present pur- 
pose, I shall recite a few passages 
for the satisfaction of every im- 
partial reader. 
hensive views dothe scriptures af- 
ford us of God’s omniscience and 
omnipresence. In him we live and 
move and haveour being. ‘There 
is not a word in our tongue, but he 
knoweth it alltogether. He dives 
into all our imaginations, he un- 
derstandeth our thoughts afar off.* 
He looketh to the ends of the 
earth and seeth under the waole 
heaven. Hell is naked before him, 
destruction hath no covering. 
Wherever creation reaches,where- 
ever space extends he is ; he is 
where nothing else is, and nothing 
else can be where he is not.f 
Whether then says the Psalmist, 
shall I go from thy presence ? 
Whether shall I fly from thy spir- 
it ? If I climb up into heaven thou 
art there ; if 1 go down into hell, 
thow art there also. If I take the 
wings of the morning and remain 
in the utmost part of the sea, even 
there also shall thy hand lead me, 
*Job xxviii, ver. 24, xxvi, 6, 
{Psalm cxxxix, ver. 7, EI. 


What compre- 
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and thy right hand shall hold me. 
If I say peradventure the darkness 
shall cover me, then shall thy 
night be turned to day ; yea the 
darkness and light to thee are 
both alike. So far the scripture 
confirms our opinion of God’s ome 
nipresence. -~ | 
And this doctrine is so agreeas 
ble to reason that we meet with it 
in the writings of the enlightened 
heathens.* ‘Tully cites Pithago- 
ras affirming, that God is a spirit, 
or mind, which doth pass through 
allthings. And in another place 
he cites it as Thales’s saying, 
which he commends,; that men 
ought to think, that God behoids 
every thing, and fills every place. 
Seneca, speaking of God saith,f. 
He is every where, and always at 
hand. And in another place.. We 
can turn ourselves no where, but 
we shall meet him. He fills his 
own work. To this kt me add 
the words of a late writer, with, 
whose ingenious performances the 
world is well aequainted. Speak« 
ing of God’s omnipresence he says§ 
If we consider him in his omnipre- 
sence and omniscience, his being 
passes through, actuates and sup- 
ports the whole frame of nature, 
his creation and every part of it is 
full of him. There is nothing 
that he has made, that is either 
su distant, so little, or so inconsid- 
erable, which he does not essens 
tially inhabit, His substance is 
within the substance of every being, 
whether material, or immaterial, 
and as intimately present to it, as 


| that being is to itself. A little af- 


terwards he cites and commends a 
passage of Sir Isaac Newton’s 
where he considers infinite space, 
as the sensorium of the, godhead.» 

I dont offer these quotations as 2 
direct proof of the thing Pam 
speaking of, only so far as scrips 
ture, and the general consent of the 
wisest men, in former times, is of 





* De nat, deorum, 
+De legib. lib. 2. 
tEpift. 95. 
§Spec. Num. 565+ 
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any authority, so far is this attri- 
bute of God's 
dered highly credible. 

But some claiming a superiority 
of judgment, in defiance of these 
authorities, affirm, that though a- 
ny one may hold the universal pre- 
sence of the divine power, he may 
not have conceived the ubiquity of 
person, nor imagined the ‘senso- 
rium of God co-extensive with 
space, much less have limited it 
to the residence of mankind 

I have ajready observed that 
scripture expressly contradicts this 
opinion ; and now let the impar- 
tial reader judge, who is most 
worthy of credit, they who build 
castles in the air, and have no 
grounds for what they believe, or 
they, who establish their opinion 
and build their faith upon the sa- 
cred writings, that sure foundation, 
which can never be removed. 

The asserters of God’s omnipre- 
sence do believe that he is a being 
not confined by any bounds of space; 
but that he is essentially present in 
ail places, that we Can see, or can 
imagine, and infinitely beyond. 
The asserters of the other scheme 
do believe, that he is bounded by 
certain limits of space ; so that it 
may be said, he is here, and not 
there ; thus far he reaches and 
not farther. Which of these te- 
nets is most worthy of God, } 
leave the reader. to determine. 

I have taken the more time to 
confirm this,doctrine of the ubiqni- 
ty of the godhead, because I be- 
heve it will be easily granted, that 
if God is present to every thing, 
he cannot but be attentive to eve- 
ry thing, and privy to all the modes 
and parts of its existence. And 
this opinion I always thought very 
innocent, since reason, as well as 
revelation, assures us that he is 
not absent from us, though he is 
undiscovered by us. But it ig ob- 
jected to this doctrine, that it is 
the engine of superstition, and 
leads men according to their sev- 
cral constitutions to bigotry and 
despair, I must confess, I cannot 
see how this doctrine can promote 








omnipresence ren- 








bigotry of ‘superstition ; and if” 
may with greater justice be af. 
firmed cf the other scheme, that 
it leads men to despair, For who. 
is more likely to grow desperate, © 
than he, who thinks that God takes 

no care of human affairs ; but that 
we are left'to sail in the tempes- 
tuous ocean of this world, every 
minute im danger of rocks and 
quicksands, without any pilot to 
steer us. And what-can more ef-. 
fectually extinguish the melancho- 
ly thought, of being overlooked by 
our maker in the multiplicity of 
his works, and the infinity of those 
objects among which he seems in- 
cessantly employed, than the con- 
sideration of his omniscience and. 
omnipresence. 

When we thus consider God Al- 
mighty, as an omniscient and om- 
nipresent being, every uncomfort- 
able ‘thought vanishes. ‘There is 
no room for despair in the pre« 
sence of that God, who is able to 
cheer our minds, and bear us up 
ia the midst of all those horrors, 
which encompass us. Ffow happy 
therefore is he, who by prayer and 
meditation, by virtue and good 
works, opens this communication 
between God and his own soul ? 
Though he be ‘set in the midst of 
adversity, and surrounded on all 
sides by difficulties and dangers, 
yet he knows that his helper is at 
hand, and always -nearer to him 
than any thing else can be, that is 

capable of annoying, or terrifying 
him. ‘This consideration of the 
omnipresence of the Deity should 
be kept awake in us at all times, 
It should »be interwoven with all 
our thoughts and perceptions, and 
become one with the consciousness 
of sour being. It is not to be re- 
flectedon in the coldness of phi- 
losophy, but ought to sink us in the 
lowest prostration before him, who 
is so astonishingly great, wonder- 
ful and holy. 

To avoid prolixity, I have only 
endeavored, at present, to shew 
the reasonableness of believing a 
particular providence, for whieh 


| we have all the evidence of whieh 








the nature of the thine will admit, 
Your's, w.I. 


For the Magazine. 
AN ADDRESS TO YOUNG PEOPLE. 


IT will be. taken for granted, in 
this address, that you have not de- 
liberately discarded those general 
principles which are common to 
natural and revealed religion. You 
do not rank your own existence, 
it is presumed, in point of duration, 
with that of the brutes. While 
they have no future life, you ex- 
pect to be immortal. Consider, 
deliberately, what is implied in this 
expectation, You expect to live 
eternally; to hold an existence 
commensurate with the existence 
of God ; that amidst the revolving. 
periods of eternity, that point of 
duration will never ar. jve, when 


your being shall be extinguished. . 


All prudent persons have some re- 
gard to their situation, the next 
week, month, or year, It is pre- 
sumed, that all persons who read 
these remarks, have something of 
this prudence. If you have some- 
concern to make provision for this 
life, a season so short and precari- 
ous, as to be rightly compared to a 
flower, shadow and vapour, is it 
not most highly important to make 
provision for eternity ? 

I well know that youth is a sea- 
son, to which many people suppose 
religion to be wholly unsuitable. 
They view it as one of the frivis 
leges, of the young, to dive as with. 
out God in the world, They sup- 
pose, that he, who requires young 
people to seek first the kingdom of 
God,and the righteousness thereof, 
acts aS unreasonably as that par- 
ent who should expect his prattling 
children to assume the dress, port, 
and gravity of old age. But on 
what foundation, does this opinion 
rest ? Does difference of age alter 
our relation to God? Is he not as 
truly the creator, supporter, and 
benefactor of the young, as of the 
aged ? Are you not as completely 
in the hands of God, and depend- 
ent on his providence, as they are ? 
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Were not the rational powers of 
both, given for the same generak 
purpose ? If God has created and 
defended you, and made you par- 


‘takers in the bounty of his provi- 


dence, can you deny his right to 
prescribe the manner, in which 


you shall live ; to require that you 


live soberly, righteously, and fite 
ously in the firesent world ? 

But your ¢nterest is, in this re- 
spect, perfectly coincident with 
duty. ‘ Allowing that you have im- 
mortal souls, this matter is placed 
beyond question. For God has 
made no difference, as to the terms 
of salvation, between the aged and 
the young. ‘The latter cannot en- 
ter into the Kingdom of God, with- 
out the same qualifications that are 
required of the former. As genu- 
ine piety is required of them, sois 
it required of you ; and consequent- 


ly, while you remain destitute of | 


this, your immortal souls are ex- 
pesed to endless ruin. 
Perhaps you are ready to ac- 


knowledge the truth of the prece- 


ding observations, but would distin- 
guish yourselves from others more 
advanced. Tliey are, in the usual 
course of nature, nigher to death, 
than you. An expectation of long 
life would, in them, be very absurd ; 
but in regard to yourselves, you 
suppose it reasonable enough. The 
punishment of reprobates is dread- 


ful indeed, but though you live care-: 


lessly, now, your design is to make 
seasonable provision against it. 
What absurdity, what madness 
doth sin produce ! Consider, my 
young friend, on what a precarious 
calculation, you venture immortal- 
ity. Did you never attend the fu- 
neral of any, but of those who died 
by the pressure of years? Do you 
not know, that the young often die, 


while the aged are spared? Doyou 


not know, that many vigorous, 
blooming, and thoughtless young 
people have been abruptly hurried 
into eternity ? However firm your 
bodily constitution, be assured, 
there is nothing in it, which seq 
cures you from mortal sickness, or 
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casualties, 
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But perhaps you imagine, that 
were the worst to happen, and 
should death come suddenly, still 
yeur condition would be as good as 
the condition of others ; you are 
not conscious of any enormous 
crimes. Beit so. Wewill allow, 
that you are externally free from 
greatcrimes, Still, have you that 
piety, which the gospel represents 
as being essential to a justified 
state ’ Mankind in general have it 
not; and, therefore, your resem- 
blance to them can be no mark in 
your favour. But you, it may be, 
are ranked among the innocent ; 
among those, who are said to pos- 
sess every viitue, do not give creglit 
tothis flattery. You are not inno- 
cent before God; but, in commen 
with the writer of this address, 
and all the children of men, you 
are sinners, whom the divine jus- 
tice might consume ; and of course, 
you can entertain no rational hopes 
but from divine mercy, Granting 
that your outward carriage is de- 
cent and amiable ; permit me to 
ask whether your chief desire and 
concern is for the soul and eter- 
nity § Whether you seek first the 
kingdom of God and the right- 
eousness *thereot ? \Whether your 
attention is directed to the invisi- 
ble world, as to the place of your 
future eternal residence ? Have 
you are aldesire to be conformed, 
in heart and life, to the moral 
image of God, as portrayed in 
the gospel] ¢ Do vou choose God 
for your portion, and really pre- 
fer the spiritual exercises of heav- 
en, to any employment on earth ? 
If this be your character, I do 
not say, that you will withdraw 
yourself from ney ; nor do I 
say confidently, that you will a- 
bandon every amusement ; but, of 
this, l am sure, that many of the 
amusements, in fashionable life, 
will appear to you, altorether be- 
neath the regard of an immortal 
spirit, who has eternity Im view ; 
and, as to the rest, were it ascer- 
tained, that the gospel required 


you to abandon them, you would | 


not think much of the sacrifice. 


LEIGHTON. 











For the Magazine. 
MEMOIRS OF THE REVEREND 
AND PIOUS RICHARD BAXTER; 
CHIEFLY TAKEN FROM HIS 


FUNERAL SERMON, PREACHED" 


BY DOCTOR BATES; AND FROM 
HIS LIFE, AS ABRIDGED BY 
DOCTOR CALAMY. 


I SHALL not speak of his par- 
entage and his first years, saith 
doctor Bates, but I must not omit a 
testimony which I received con- 
cerning his early piety: His fath- 
er said, with tears of joy, to a 
friend, ““my son Richard, I hope, 
was sanctified from the womb ; 
for when he was a little boy in 
coats, if he heard other children, 
in play, speak profane words, he 
would reprove them, to the won- 
der of those, who heard him.” 

He had not the advantage of an 
academical education ; but by the 
divine blessing on his rare dex- 
terity and diligence, his sacred 
knowledge was in that degree of 
eminence, which few in the Uni- 
versity, ever arrive to, Not long 
after his entrance into the minis- 
try, the civil wars began, and the 
times rained blood so long, until 
the languishing state of the king- 
dom was almost desperate and in- 
curable. How far he was cone 
cerned as chaplain in the Parlia- 
ment’s ‘army, he has published an 
account, and the reasons of it. 

After the war, he was fixed at 
Kidderminster. There his min- 
istr® was, by divine influence, of 
admirable effic: icy. The harvest 
answered the seed that was sown. 
Before his coming, the place was 
like a piece of dry and barren 
earth; only ignorance and pro» 
faneness, as natives of the soil 
were rife among them. But by 
the blessing of God on his labors 
and cultivating, the face of para- 
dise appeared there, in all the 
fruits of righteousness, “The bad 
were changed to good, and the 
good to better, 


His prayers were an effusion of 
the most lively, melting expres-. 


sicns, and his intimate, ardent af 
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fections toGod.. #romthe abun- 
dance of the heart his lifts sfiake. 
His soul took wing for heaven, and 
wrapt up the souls of other’, with 
him. Never did Isee or hear a 
holy minister address himself to 
God, with. more reverence and 
humility, with respect to his glo- 
rious greatness ; never with more 
zeal and fervency correspondent 
to the infinite moment of his re- 
quests ; nor of more filial as- 
surance in the divine mercy. * 

In his sermons, there was a 
rare union of arguments and mo- 
tives to convince the mind and 
vain the heart, All the fountains 
of reason and persuasion were o- 
pen to his discerning eye. There 
was no resisting the force of his 
discourses, without denying reason 
and divine revelation. 

Besides, his wonderful diligence 
in catechising the particular fam- 
ilies under his charge, was exceed- 
ingly useful to plant religion in 
them. Personal instruction and 
application of divine truths, has 
an excellent advantage and effi- 
cacy to insinuate and infuse reli- 
gion into the minds and hearts of 
men, and by the conversion of 
parents and masters to reform 
whole families, that are under 
their immediate direction and gov- 
efnment. While he was at Kid- 
derminster, he wrote his reform- 
ed fiastor, in which, he proves, be- 
yond all cavil, that the duty of 
ministers is not confined to their 
study, and the pulpit, but that 
they should make use of oppor- 





*Notwithstanding the eminence of 
Mr. Baxter's piety, he was, it appears, 
through a considerable part of his life, 
occasionally doubrful, as to his own 
spiritual state. Remaining, corrup- 
tion was, ta him a continual source of 
uneasiness ; an occasion of fear, cir- 
Cumspection and self abasement. In 
his view the evidence of men’s jutftifi- 
cation must always be proportionate 
totheic progress in piety. 

By what means, this eminent man 
directed christians to seek for assurance 
of God's favor, may be seen in his 
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tunities to instruct families within 
their care, thus preaching Christ 
from house to house. The chars 
acter of a faithful minister delin. 
eated in that book, was a copy 
taken from the life, even from 
his own zealous example. His 
unwearied industry to do good to 
his flock was answered by core 
respondent love and thankfulness, 
He was an angel in their esteem. 
He continued among his beloyed 
people, until he came to London, 
in the year 1660, when Charles 
II. was restored to the throne, 
Mr. Baxter, after coming to 
London, during the time of liberty, 
did not neglect that which was the 
principal exercise of his life, the 
preaching of the gospel, being ale 
Ways sensible of his duty of sav- 
ing souls. He preached at Sv, 
Dunstan’s, on the Lord’s ‘days, 
in the afternoon. I remember one 
instance of his firm faith, in di- 
vine providence, and his fortitude, 
when engaged in his ministry 
there. The church was old, and the 
people were agprehensive of some 
danger in meeting in it. When Mr, 
BAXTER was preaching, somes 
thing, in the steeple, fell down, and 
the noise struck such terfor into 
the people, that they presently 
ran out of the church, in wild con- 
fusion, Their eagerness to haste 
away put all in a tumult. Mr. 
BAXTER, without visible distur- 
bance, sat down in the pulpit. Af- 
ter thé hurry was over, he said, 


to compose their minds, we are 77” 


the service of God, to firefiare 
ourselves, that we may be fearless 
at the great noise of the dissolve 
ing world, when the heavens shalt 
frass away and the elements melt 
with fervent heat ; the earthalso, 
and the works therein, shall be 
burnt uf. 

In Mr. Baxter, there was an 
extraordinary union of divine 
knowledge and other spiritual 
graces, with the lowest opinion of 
himself. ‘To one who sent a letter 
to him, full of expressions of hon- 
or and esteem, he wrote as fol- 
lows, you do admire one you 


ae 











-¢ 

























$6 Memoirs of the rev. and fious Richard Barter. 


do not know ; knowledge will cure 
your error, To the same person 
expressing his veneration of him, 
for his excellent gifts and graces, 
he replied with warmth, Z have 
the remainders of frride in -me, 
how dare you blow uft the sparks 


Of tt ? 


In conjunction with humility, he 
had great candor for others. He 
could willingly bear with persons 
of different sentiments ; Ae would 
not firostitute his own judgment, 
nor ravish that of others. 

His pacific temper was a clear 
character of his being a child of 
God. How ardently he endeav- 
oured to cement the breaches, a- 
mong us, which many widen and 
keep open, is well known. He 
said to a friend, J can as well be 
a martyr for love, as for any 
article, in the creed. 

*Tis strange, to astonishment, 
that those who agree, in the sub- 
stantial and great points of the re- 
formed religion, and are of differ- 
ent sentiments only in things not 
so clear, nor of that moment as 
those, wherein tlcy consent, should 
still be opposite parties. 

Love to the souls of men was 
the peculiar characteristic of AZr. 
Baxter’s spirit. It was his meat 
and his drink, the jov of his life 
to do good to souls. His industry 
in study, was almost incredible. 
He had a sensitive nature desirous 
of ease, as others have, and a fee- 
ble body, yet such was the contin- 
ual application of himself to his 
great work, as if the labour of one 
day had supplied strength for the 
duties of another, and the willing- 
ness of the spirit had supported 
the weakness of the flesh. In his 
usual conversation, his serious, 
frequent, and delightful discourse 
was of divine things, to inflame his 
friends with the love of heaven. 
He received with tender compas- 
sion, and condescending kindness, 
the meanest that came to him for 
counsel and consolation. He con- 
tinued to preach so long, niotwith- 
standing the languishing state of 


his health, that he last time, he | 





almost died in the pulpit. ft 
would have béen his joy to have 
been éransfigured on the mount, . 
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A CONCISE VIZW OF THE CHARS 
ACTER OF THE REV# MR. JOHN . 
COTTON, ONE OF THE FIRST 
MINISTERS OF BOSTON IN NEW 
ENGLAND,EXTRACTEDCHIEF « 
LY FROM HIS LIFE, WRITTEN 
BY THE REV. MR. JOHN NORS 
TON. 


Mr. COTTON was born in Ders 
by in England. He wasblessed with 
pious parents, who expressed an 
early solicitude for the instruction 
and government of their son in his 
minority. This parental care was 
soon encouraged beyond expecta- 
tion, in the first fruits of their young 
son’s proficiency ; more and moré 
increasing great hopes concerning 
him, during his whole residence at 
the grammar school at Derby. At 
thirteen years of age he was ad- 
mitted into Trinity college in 
Cambridge. Here, by his unwea- 
ried diligence in his literary pur- 
suits, by his winning behaviour, 
and distinguished improvement in 
the various branches of literature 
and science, he so recommended 
himself to the President and fellows 
that he would undoubtedly have 
been elected fellow of that college 
alter he graduated ; but on account 
of the extraordinary expence of 
building their great ‘hall at that 
time, their clection was necessarily 
deferred. 


From Trinity, Mr. Cotton was 
removed to Immanuel College, 
that happy seminary both of piety 
and learning. Here he was noless 
distinguished than before. As an 
evidence of the high opinion, which 
the President and fellows of this 
institution entertained of him, he 
was honored with a fellowship a- 
mong them, after a diligent and 
strict examination, according to 
the statut > of that house, 

Ashe was a lover of labor, so he 
was communicative, a diligent tu- 
tor ; had many students committed 
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ts his care. He wasboth able and 
apt to teach. Ability to instruct 
youth argues a wise man. ‘To 
guide man, Nazianzen accounted 
the art of arts. To be willing to 
teach argues a good man. Such 
was his academical dexterity, his 
facility in communicating know- 
ledge, and his winning and ac- 
comodating marners, that he won 
the hearts of his scholars both to 
himself and to a love of learning. 
His pupils honored and loved him. 
He was a tutor, friend and father 
to them, 

The manner of his nenventhin 
was as follows, nearly in his own 
words, 

During his residence in the uni- 
versity. God began to work up- 
on him under the ministry of Mr. 
Perkins. But these first motions 
and impressions upon his heart, he 
suppressed, thinking, that if he: 
should trouble himself with mate! 
ters of religion, according to the 
light he had received, it would be 
an hindrance to him in his literary 
pursuits, in which he was then 
wholly engaged. ‘Therefore - he 
was willing to silence those inward 
suggestions and callings from the 
spirit, and did designedly defer the 
prosecution of that work till after- 
wards. At lenght, walking alone 
in the field, and hearing the bell 
toll for Mr. Perkins, who then lay 
dying, he felt a secret joy in his 
heart, that he should now be rid of 
him, ‘who had (as he said) laid 
siege to hisheart. But this thought 
became the cause of great affliction 
to him. God impressed it upon 
his spirit, with the azgravation of 
it, and made it an effectual means 
of convincing and humbling him, 
under a sight and sense of the nat- 
ural enmity of the human heart 
against God. Afterwards, hear- 
ing doctor Sibbs preach a sermon 
upon regeneration, where he first 
showed what regeneration was not, 
when opening the state of a civil 
man, Mr.Cotton saw his own condi- 
tion fully discovered,which through 
mercy, brought him toa stand, as 
plainly seeing himself to haye no 
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true grace. All his false hopes 
and greunds new failed him. And 
so he continued a jong time in an 
uncointfortable despairing condi- 
tion, Anil this was hiis sorest bur- 
den, that:he had designedly with- 
stood the means and offers of grace 
and meréy, which he found had 
been tendered to him ; till it pleased 
God to let in some "word of faith 
into his heart, causing him to look 
to Christ for healing, which word 
was dispensed to him by doctor 
sibbs, which begat in him a singu- 
lar and constant love of the doc- 
tor, of whom, he also was answer- 
ably beloved. 

During his residence at the uni- 


‘versity, he was rendered famous 
_by his occasional orutions and dis- 


courses, so accurately performed, 
in respect of invention, elegancy, 


_purity of style, ornaments of 


rhetorick, elocution, and orato- 


vical beauty of the whole, that 
he was looked upon as another 


Zenophion throughout the univer. 
sity. 

When he commenced preacher 
of the gospel, his spirit savored of 
the cross of Christ more than hu- 
man literature, and being taught 
of God to distinguish between the 
word of wisdom, and the wisdom 
of words, his speech and preach- 
ing was not with the enticing words 
ot man’s wisdom, but in the de- 
monstration of the spirit and of 
power. 

In compliance with the desire 
of the church and people of Bos- 
ton in Lincolnshire, he settled in 
the gospel ministry with them, a- 
bout fhe 28th year of his age. In 
this golden candlestick ef the Lord, 
he was a bright and shining light, 
In the first of his ministry, he was 


exercised with some inward trou- 


ble, which occasioned great cejec- 
tion of mind. But ie providence 
of God overruled this inward trou- 
ble: for his greater spiritua’ and 
temporal comfort afterwards. He 
preached for several years with- 
out opposition, and the people of 
Boston, and the towns in the vicin- 
ity, accounted themselves happy, 
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in the enjoyment of such an emi- 
nent servant of God. Afterward, 
Mr. Cotton, not being able in con- 
science to comply with the ceremo- 
nies imposed by the Diocesans, 
experienced much. trouble:on ac- 
count of his nonconformity. And 
this finally occasioned his leaving 
Boston in Lincolnshire and com- 
ing to Boston in New England. 

Previous to his removal he mar- 
ried his second wife Mrs. Sarah 
Story, then a widow. He was 
blessed above many in his mar- 
riages, both his wives being emi- 
nent for piety,gravity, sobriety and 
fidelity, like Euodias and Syntyche, 
fellow lahorers with him in the 
gospel. By the first he had no 
children ; the last was a fruitful 
vine unto him. Her first son was 
born, on their passage from Eu- 
rope to America. He who left 
Europe childless, arrived a joyful 
father in America. God, who 
promiseth to be with his servants 
when: they pass through the wa- 
ters, having caused him to em- 
brace a son by the way, in memo- 
rial thereof, he called his name 
Seaborn, to keep alive, said he, in 
me, and to teach him, if he live, a 
remembrance of seamercies from 
the hand of a gracious God. This 
son was devoted to the ministry of 
the gospel, and was afterwards 
settled in the ministry in Hamp- 
ton, in the state, now called New- 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Cotton’s arrival at Boston 
was esteemed, by the people of 
this infant settlement, a great bles- 
sing of God. They were in much 
perplexity about settling the mat- 
ters of the Church and Common- 
wealth. This eminent servant of 
God, this man of understanding 
was as eyes to them in the wilder- 
ness. Christians, and magistrates 
looked to him for advice ; and he 
was eminently useful in regulating 
the affairs both of Church and 
state. At the request of the gen- 
eral court of Massachusetts, he 
wrote an abridgment of the laws 
of Moses, which were supposed 









ligation. He was a faithful la- 
bourer in this vineyard of the 
Lord and highly esteemed of all 
for his works sake. And while he 
was indefatigable in teaching the 
doctrines of the holy religion of 
Jesus, he enforced them by his em- 
inent practical piety. ‘hose, who 
best knew his daily life and conver- 
sation, cannot but give a large 
testimony to his piety. <A saint, 
above many of the saints, mani- 
festly declared in the consciences 
of the godly, amongst whom he 
walked, to be the epistle of Christ, 
known and read of all men. In 
his house, he walked with a pers 
fect heart ; he was an example te 
the fleck, clothed with love and 
humility amongst his brethren ; 
one of a thousand in respect ot his 
worth ; but,as one of the multitude 
in respect of his tacile and compan- 
jon-like behavior, Both ability and 
modesty, in such a degree are not 


‘ordinarily to be found in the same 


man. Others with much affection 
beheld the beauty of his face,while 
himself was as one, who knew not 
that his face shined. He was a 
father, friend and brother to his 
fellow elders, and a shining light 
before men. 

As the being of man, so the well 
being of human affairs depends not 
a little upon domestic government, 
whence are the seminaries and 
first societies of mankind. He well 
knew a bishop ought not to be de- 
fective in so momentousa duty, in- 
cumbent upon all heads of families. 
He must be one, who ruleth well 
his own house. In_ conscience 
whereof, he, rising early in the 
morning, as soon as he was ready, 
called his family together, which 
was also his practice in the even- 
ing, tothe solemn worship of God; 
reading and expounding, and occa- 
sionally applying the scripture un- 
to them, always beginning and end- 
ing with prayer. In case of sin 
committed by child or serv ant, he 
would call them aside priv ately, 
the case so requiring, lay the scrip- 
ture before them, causing them to 


to be of moral and perpetual ob- J read that, which bore witness a- 
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inst such offence ; seldom, or 
never correcting in anger, that the 
dispensation otf godly discipline 


might not becomeless effectual thro” 


the intermixing of human pas- 
sion. He began the Sabbath at even- 
ing, therefore then performed fam- 
ily duty after supper, being larger 
than ordinary in exposition ; after 
which, he catechised his children 
and servants, and then returned 
into his study,.the sabbath morn- 
ing he also spent. in his study, 
until the bell called him to 
the house of God. Upon his re- 
turn from. meeting, he returned 
again to his study, the place of his. 
Jabor and prayer, unto his private 
devotion, where, having a small 
repast carried him. for his dinner, 
he continued ’till the tolling of the 
bell. ‘The public service being o- 
ver, he withdrew. for a space to 
his prementioned oratory for his 
sacred addresses unto God, as in 
the forenoon, then came down, re- 
peated the sermon in. the family, 
prayed, after supper sung a Psalm, 
and towards bed time, betaking 
himself again to his study, he clo- 
sed the day with prayer. Thus 
he spent the Sabbath. continually, 

In his study, he neither sat down 
unto, nor arose from: his medita- 
tions without prayer.. Whilst his 
eyes were upon his book, his. ex- 
pectation was from God. He had 
learned to study, because he had 
learned to pray ; an able student, 
a.gospel student, because unable 
to study without Jesus Christ. The 
barrenness of his meditation at 
sometimes, yea though his endea- 
vours were most intense upon a 
good matter,convinced him,whence 
it was, that his heart musing upon 
the same subject at another time, 
his tongue became, as the pencil 
ofa ready writer. As he was not 
comparatively, wanting in parts, 
learning, or industry ; so was he 
more careful not to trust in them, 
but to fix his dependance totally 
upon God. Herein not unlike unto 
Bradford, of whom we read, that 
he studied kneeling. Another Sy- 
hesus, who was wont to divide his 
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life between prayer and his book,. 
Like unto Paul, not sufficient of 
himself to think any thing as of 
himself, and professing all his suf- 
ficiency to be of God. But we will 
give ourselves continually to prayer’ 
and to the ministry of the word. 
Men of. labour and men of prayer. 
As any weighty cause presented: 
itself, either in the church, com- 
monwealth, or family, he would 
set days apart, to seek the face of 
God in secret , such were the bow-- 
els of this spiritual father,the horse- 
man and chariot of this Israel. 
He might say, with Paul, he was 
in fastings often, His conversation: 
upon earth was a trading in heav- 
en ; a demonstration of the praises 
of him, who had called him ; a 
practical and exemplary ministry 
of grace unto the hearers and be- 
holders.; a temperature of that 
holiness, sweetness and love, which 
continually gained upon the hearts 
of many spectators. The habitual. 
gracious scope of his heart in his 
whole ministry, is not illegible in 
that usual subscription of. his, at 
the end of all his sermons.. 77dz 
Domine, unto thy honor O Lord. 
He had a happy, talent in solving 
difficult cases of conscience, and 
many who applied to him in such. 
difficulties found great satisfaction. 
Mr. Cotton’s non-conformity with 
the church of England, and his ad- 
herence to the congregational or- 
der drew upon him shafts of envy 
and malice from many enemies. But 
amidst all his conflicts, he main- 
tained his spirit in the meekness of 
wisdom. Passing over many things, 
which might be mentioned, it may 
suffice to observe, that Mr. Cot- 
ton continued a faithful and ar- 
dent labourer in this vineyard of 
the Lord, until his strength failed. 
Being afflicted with bodily indis- 
position, of a threatening nature, 
he took for his text, at a public lec- 
ture, 18th November, the 4 last 
verses of the 2d epistle to Timo- 
thy, giving this reason, for speak- 
ing so many verses together, be- 
cause, otherwise, he said, he should 
not live to make an end of that e- 
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stle. He chicfly insisted upon 
chene words grace be withyou all, 
so ended that epistle and his lec- 
tures together. ae upon the 
Lord’s day following, he preached 
his last sermon foam John i, 14. 
“‘And the werd was’made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, and we be- 
held his glory, as of the only be- 
gotten sou of the father full of 
grace and truth.” 

After this he devoted himself 
wholly to preparation for his dis- 
solution. He made his will and 
set his house in order. When, by 
reason of weakness, he was no 
longer able to appear in public, all 

lasses of peopie, magistrates, min- 
isters, neighbours, and _ friends, 
from far and near, and especially 
his own people resorted unto him 
daily, as to a public father for 
council and advice. When the 
neighboring ministers visited him 
in which duty they were frequent, 
they received his affectionate 
thanks for their love, He exhort- 
ed therm, as an elder and a wit- 
ness of the sufferings of Christ, to 
feed the flocks, having this for 
their encourazement, that when 
the chief shep! era shall appear 
they shall receive a crown of glo- 
ry, which fadeth not away. 

Perceiving his bodily aoa aS 
tion and weakness to increase, a- 
greably to the apostle’s injunet ion, 
he sent for thejelders of the church 
of Boston to pray over him, which 
last solemn duty was performed 
with much affection and many 
tears ; Mr. Cotton then said, 
through grace he had now served 
God jorty years, it beine so long 
since his conversion, during which 
time he had been faithful to his 
God. Here he took occasion to 
exhort his brethren to great fidel- 
ity te their divine master. He 
greatly lamented that the love of 
many and some of their own con- 
eregation had ¢rown cold to the 
ordinances of God, and called up- 
on the elders tor rreater watch- 
fulness in that respect, 

He now calls his dear consort 
ant children around him, to give 
guem his last solemn counsel and 


~~» 


‘J. 





advice, and pronounce his richt- 
eous benediction upon them. This 
was his last solemn transaction 
with man upon earth. 

Perceiving his departure at 
hand, and having nothing to do, 
only that great work of dying in 

the Lord, he entirely composed 

himself to meet his dissolution. 
He desired that he might be per- 
mitted toimprove the few remain- 
ing moments of his life without 
any interruption of his devotions 
and divine soliloguies between God 
and his soul. To this end he caus- 
ed the curtain to be drawn, and 
requested that the chamber might 
ae Aeon private, except one or two 
Fi lends, whose assistance was ne- 
cessary. On the 23d of Decem- 
ber 1652, he quietly breathed out 
his spirit into the hands of God, 
who gave it, in the 68th year of | 
his ¢ age. Thus eminent in lifeand 
comfortable in death, was this 
pious servant of God. The eyes 
of his immortal soul beheld the 
face of Jesus, before his bodily 
eyes were closed in death. 

Infiuenced by religious motives 
and a regard to the rights of con- 
science in the worship of God, the 
first settlers of New-Enget: ind fled 
from their native land to "this then 
howling wilderness. And their 
cause was greatly honored by the 
eminent piety, knowledge, and fi- 
delity of this, and many other min- 
istering servants, whom God early 
employed dispense the eospel 
among the: 

NOTE. 

The rev. John Wilson was set- 
tled in Boston 1m 1632. The rev. 
John Cotton became his colleague, 
in the following year, and died, in 
1656, aet. 68, 
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Fer the Magazine. 

Messrs. Editors, 

Please to admit the following 
extract from professor Scougai’s 


‘Life of Godin the soul of Man.” 


THE EXCELLENCE OF HUMILITY. 

ONE of the most essential 
branches of religion is Aumil- 
ity ; and however to vulgar 
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and carnal eyes, this may appear 
an object, base, and despicable 
quality, yet really, the soul of man 
is not capable of any higher, or 
more noble endowment, It is a 
silly ignorance, that begets pride ; 
but humility arises from a nearer 
acquaintance W ith excellent things, 
which keeps men frem doating on 
trifles, or admiring themselves on 
account of some petty attainments, 
Noble and well educated souls 
have no such high opinion of rich- 
es, beauty, strength, and other 
such like advantages, as to value 
themselves for them, or despise 
others, that want -them ; and as 
for real worth, and inward. good- 
ness, the sense, which they have 
of the divine perfections, makes 
them think very meanly of any 
thing they haye hitherto attained, 
and be still endeavouring to sur- 
mount themselves, and make near- 
er approaches to those infinite ex- 
cellencies, which they admire. 

I know not what thoughts peo- 
ple may have of humility, but I 
see almost every person pretend- 
ing to it, and shunning such ex- 
pressions and actions as make 
them to be accounted arrogantand 
presumptuous ; so that those, who 
are most desirous of praise, will 
be loth to commend themselves. 
What are all those compliments 
and modes of civility, so frequent 
in our ordinary converse, but so 
many protestations of our esteem 
for ochers, and of the low thoughts, 
which we have of ourselves? And 
must not that humility be a noble, 
excellent endowment, when the 
very shadows of it are accounted 
so necessary a part of good breed- 
ing? 

The fileasure and sweetness of a 
humble temper. 

Again, the grace is accompanied 
with a great deal of happiness and 
tranquillity. The proud and arro- 
gant person is a trouble to all, who 
converse with him; but most of 
all, unto himself. Every thing is 
enough to vex him; but scarce 
any thing sufficient to content and 
please him, Ie is ready toquar- 





rel with every thing that falls out, 
as if he himself were such a con- 
siderable person, that God Al- 
mighty should do every thing to 
gratity him ; and all the creatures 
of heaven and earth should wait 
upon him and obey his will. The 
leaves of high trees do shake with 
every blast of wind ; and every 
breath, every evil word will dis- 
quiet and torment an arrogant 
man. Bus the humble person has 
this advantage, when he is dispi- 
sed, that none can think more 
meanly of him, than he does of 
himself, And withal, as he is less 
affected with injuries, so indeed 
is he less obnoxious to them, Con- 
tention, which cometh of pride, be- 
traysa man into a thousand incon- 
veniences, which those of a meek 
and lowly temper seldom meet 
with. True and genuine humility 
begetteth both a veneration and 
love among all wise and discerning 
persons ; while pride defeatheth 
its own design, and depriveth a 
man of that honor, it makes him 
pretend to, 

But as the chief exercises of hu- 
mility are those, which relate to 
almighty God, so these are ac- 
companied with the greatest satis- 
fa&ion and sweetness. It is ime 
possible to express the great plea- 
sure and delight, which religous 
persons feel, in the lowest prostra- 
tions of their souls before God ; 
when having a deep sense of the 
divine majesty and glory, they sink, 
if | may so speak to the bottom of 
their beings, and vanish in the pre- 
sence of God, by a serious and af- 
fectionate acknowledgment of their 
own nothingness, and the imper- 
fection of their attainments: When 
they understand the full sense and 
eniphasis of the Psalmist’s excla- 
mation, * Lord what is man??? 
and can utter it with the same af- 
fection. Never did any haughty 
and ambitious person receive the 
praises and applauses of men with 
so much pleasure, as the humble 
and religious do reneunce them : 
Not unio us, not unto us, but to 
thy name be all the glory. 
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TO TEE EDITORS OF THE PIS- 
CATAQUA EVANGELICAL MA- 


GAZINE. 


The following account of the 
exercises and remarks of miss 
......- By in her last sickness, are 

resented for insertion,if thought 
calculated to promote their gen- 
eral design. 


PREVIOUS toher last sickness, 
the subject of this narration was 
to the writer unknown ; but from 
what then appeared, her life, like 
the life of many, was alife of care- 
less disregard and contempt of re- 
ligion, a life of pleasure and dissi- 
pation, as far as her circumstances 
would permit; to which the Sab- 
bath, as most convenient was prob- 
ably most frequently devoted. Af- 
ter prayers had been desired for 
her,in the religious society to which 
she considered trerself aselonging, 
the minister of the society called 
to see, and converse with her. He 
found her, in a good degree, anx- 
jous and concerned about her state 

and prospects. After the usuai 
introductory remarks, he drew 
near her bed side, and began to 
talk freely upon subjects suppose d 
ta be suited to her case ; this ap- 
peared to increase her anxiety and 
agitation, and she soon interrupted 
what was saving, by exclaiming, 
sir, “I have never been baptized, 
will you baptize me.”” He answered 
yes, when he is satisfied you area 
proper subject of that ordinance. 
A conversation then ensued upon 
the nature of that ordinance, its 
design, the place that it held in 
the christian scheme, the danger 
«wakened sinners were in of rest- 
ing in the observance of external 
rites and institutions, instead of 
truly repenting and believing in 
Christ. The necessityof repentance 
and faith were then endeavored 
to be shewn, both from the nature 
ot things, and the constitution of 
the gospel, and she was exhorted 
to serious consideration of her 
ways and confession of her sins. 
With the greatest frankness and 
smnplicity, she acknowledged she 
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had lived a careless and wicked. 
life, and recounted much of her 
conduct, mingled with penitence 
and abasing reflections. When 
the minister had prayed, and was 
about to take his leave, she desir- 
ed him to come to her bed side, 
and said, sir, *1 have not told you 
all yet, I have had a child, is that 
asin that cannot be forgiven ?’” 
After some remarks upon this, 
alas, too common and shameful 
sin, which will sooner or later be 
called to remembrance, she was 
told that the blood of Christ would 
cleanse the true frenitent from all 
sin of whatever nature or date ;. 
and that without repentance no 
sin could be forgiven however 
small it might be thought, or care- 
lessly committed ; for if we re- 
pent not we must perish, with 
these declarations the minister 
took his leave. 

Not many days after, she was 
again visited, and found pretty 
much in the same state of mind in 
which she was left at the last vis- 
it. If there were any alteration, 
convictions were more pungent,. 
and there seemed to be a deeper 
sense of the corruption and de- 
pravity of the heart, the source 
from whence actual sins proceed. 
A conversation ensued upon the 
plan of pardon, peace, and salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ which seemed 
very much to interest and affect 
her. A prayer with and for this 
sick and distressed person closed 
this visit. 

After a few days she was again 
visited by her minister, but how 
different her < appearance, how dif- 
ferent her reception ! Peace and 
serenity seemed seated on her coun- 
tenance, and the voice of grief, of 
mourning, and lamentation was 
turned to praise, “O sir, said she, 
I have found relief. I hope and 
trust I have obtained pardon and 
peace ; that my sins, though ma- 
ny and very great, are all forgiv- 
en, and will not forever separate 
me from God and heaven.’’ Being 
asked when this so great change 
took place in her views and exer- 








tises, she answered, “last night, 
in the night, as I was musing on 
my bed, and thinking of my lost 
and deplorable condition, I sudden- 
ly had such a sight and sense of 
the fulness there is in Christ, of the 
sufficiency of his merits, of his a- 
bility to save me, and of his wil- 
lingness and readiness te de so, as 
made me willing to venture all up- 
on him, which I hope I did, and 
IT see such a beauty and glory in 
him, as J cannot describe, nor pre- 
tend to tell.” She then talked of his 
loveliness and preciousness to the 
surprise of all, who were present 
to hear her, but her expressions 
were not so accurately noted nor 
so distinctly remembered as to ren- 
der it possible to repeat them. In 
the course of this visit she repeat- 
ed her desire of being baptized and 
of giving herself away entirely to 
Christ, which renewed the con- 
versation upon the nature and de- 
sign of this ordinance, and of the 
obligation of all, and especially of 
those that had reason to hope that 
they had repented and believed in 
Christ, to walk in all the command- 
nvents and ordinances of the Lord; 
to come to the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper, as well as to claim 
the privilege of baptism. Of this 
she had not thought, and the com- 
mon notion, of the great difference 
there is between gospel ordinan- 
ces, seemed to induce a suspence 
upon her mind, and a doubt of qual- 
ication for so serious a transac- 
tion. After praying she was left 
to her own reflections, and-to the 
teachings of that spirit by whom 
the work of grace is begun and 
perfected, “ 

At a succeding visit, the con- 
versation respecting her baptism 
and profession of religion was re- 
newed, and she appeared satisfied 
that it was her duty not only to be 
baptized but to come into full com- 
munion with the church and at- 
tend upon the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper ; “but,” said she, “I 
don’t want to be baptized, in pri- 
vate,[ want totakeChrist before the 
whole assembly ; yea before the 
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whole world, if I could. O, I see 
him to be so loveiy, I long to tell 
the whole world, He is my beloved 
and my friend, the chief among 
ten thousand. It seems to me, 
saidshe, “that people are ashamed 
of Christ, ak, andI was ashamed 
of him once, I have been ashamed 
of him all my life, but now would 
I rejoice in him and in nothing 
else. J wish I may so far recover 
as once more to go to meeting to 
confess Christ before men, once 
more B° to meeting Knowing what 
I go for. I have been often to 
meeting,” she added, “but I never 
knew what I went for ; to see and 
be seen, to meet with my acquain- 
tance and amuse myself, were my 
objects, but now I want to go that 
I may see God, and enjoy commu- 
nion with him. I hope God will 
grant my desire and raise me up 
so far that I may once more visit 


his earthly courts.” For-.a consid-. 


erable time these desires were 
strong with her, and her baptism 
was delayed, hoping that an op- 
portunity might present, for a pub- 
lic administration of the ordinance, 
But her disorder increased and her 
decay though gradual, was very 
manifest. Her mind was generale 
ly calm and her conversation edi- 
fying. She often expressed a wish 
to ses her acquaintance, and when- 
ever she was gratified, she intreat- 
ed, warned, and earnestly exhort- 
ed them to attend to religion, and 
seek and serve God while they 
were in the enjoyment of health 
and strength. Among various oth- 
er remarks, it is particularly recol« 
lected at one time she observed, 
‘* that sinners exceedingly erred in 
thinking a religious life a gloomy 


one, and that they only had plea- - 


sure and enjoyment. Why,” said 
she, *‘ separate from the happiness 
of having our sins pardoned, and 
our souls at peace with God, the 
christian enjoys much more, from 
the things of this world, than the 
sinner does ; to use her artless lan- 
guage, “ when the christian sees 
the grain and the grass grow, he 
sees and knows that it is God 
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makes them grow, and _ he enjoys 
God in them ; in taking his daily 
necessary food, he sees that it is 
God, who provides it for him, and 
gives it to him, and he enjoys God 
in it. O, how blind have I been 
to all these things ! I did not use 
to think, or know from whence 
my food came, but now I see that 
it is God giveth me every mouth- 
ful I eat, and I enjoy him in it, and 
receive it with thanksgiving.” 
Atter some little time her de- 
sire of living, for the purposes of a 
public surrendery and dedication 
of herseli to God, seemed to be 
gone ; or was rather exchanged 
for an earnest desire to depart and 
be with Christ, and as the hope 
of her ever being able to go out 
grew less and less, by the constant 
increase of her complaints, it was 
thought imprudent to delay her 
baptism and admission to, the 
Church any longer ; a number of 
christian friends being collected 
for the purpose, the. covenant was 
propounded to her, she assented 
to the profession of faith,was wash- 
ed in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, and declared a 
member in full communion with 
the chureh of Christ. It a was se- 
rious and solemn season, both to 
her and to the attendants. After 
this her habitual desire was to be 
released from the body, to have 
the days of her tribulation short- 
ened and closed, this desire she so 
frequently expressed and with so 
much ardor, that the minister who 
attended her thought it his duty to 
caution her, lest she should dishon- 
or and provoke God, by a want of 
due submission to his will. She 
seemed not to have thought, that 
she could exceed in those desires, 
but after some remarks she ap- 
peared convinced of her danger, 
and resolved to watch, and pa- 
tiently wait God’s time. Upon its 
being suggested to her, that, low 
as she was, she might possibly re- 
cover, she burst into a flood of 
tears, aloud, “I cannot bear the 
thought of coming back again into 
this sinful and ensnaring world. I 
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feel such a love for Christ and see 
such a beauty and glory in him, 
that where he is I long to be.”’ In 
this state she continued for a few 
days, and died with hopes full of 
a happy immortality. Christian 
reader, whatever may be your o- 
pinion of such exercises and expe- 
riences, be intreated to see that 
you be found, not ashamed of 
Christ, disobedient to his revealed 
will, nor regardless of his express 
injunctions ; for “of him, who is 
ashamed of Christ and of his 
words, he will be ashamed when 
he shall come in his own glory and 
his fathers with his holy angels.” 
‘‘Not every one that saith to him 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, but he that 
doth the will of his father, who is 
in heaven,’’ **and without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord.” 
A. Z 
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ON THE APPARENTLY VINDIC- 
TIVE SPIRIT OF DAVID. 

IT has, no doubt, occurred to 
the christian that David, in sever- 
al of the psalms speaks of his en- 
emies in a strain, which seems to 
militate with that charity, at 
which every good man should as- 
pire. The gospel of Jesus directs 
that we should never manifest a 
vindictive spirit towards our 
ereatest foe. It has, therefore, 
seemed strange that a man, so 
heavenly mainded, as was the 
sweet singer of Israel, should ever 
have suffered such imprecations of 
wrath to fall from his tongue, as 
we sometimes notice in our trans- 
lation of the bible, when he is 
speaking of his bitter persecu- 
tors. 

These observations have been 
made merely to state, for the sat- 
isfaction of those, who are unac- 
quainted with the original of the 
old testament, that the genius of 
the Hebrew is such, according to 
respectable orientalists, as will ad- 
mit of exchanging the imperaitve 
Sor the future form. 
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‘Co. be -fully comprehended, we 
will quote a few of those expres- 
gions, which seem. so exception- 
able. Such are the following. 
‘s Destroy thou them, O God. Let 
them fall by their own counsels. 
Consume them in wrath, Let 
their table become a snare before 
‘them. Let their eyes be darkened 
‘that they see not. Pour out thine 
indignation upon them. Let. thy 
wrathful anger take hold of them.” 

These are expressions, which 
no christian can lawfully use 
against his most inveterate adver- 
sary ; but, with that alteration, 
which learned critics acknowledge 
the original will allow, they lose 
their vindictive complexion, _.. 

Further, as David was an emi- 
nent type of the Messiah, we may 
suppose him personating that glo- 
rious character, when speaking of 
the judgments, which, according 
to the proposed correction, are to 
befal the opposers of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom. We do not, how- 
ever, deny that they have a pri- 


taary., reference to the, personal 


eneinies of David ; but, in this case, 


they are to be considered as pro- 


phecies of what will take place re- 
specting them for their basencss 


‘and cruelty to him ; and, by no 


means, as imprecations of ven- 


geance upon them, Inlike manner, . 
if David speak in the person of the 
Messiah, in the language we have 


quoted, as is no doubt, principal- 
ly to be understood, it is to show 
what will happen to those, who 
are in rebellion against this a- 
NOINTED HOLY ONE, | 
The passages before introduced 
by. way of exemplification should, 
therefore, have been rendered in 
this form. “ Thou wilt destroy 
them, O God. They shall fall b 
their own counsels, Thou. wilt 


‘consume them in wrath. Their 


table shall become a snare before 
them. Their eyes shall be dark- 
ened that they see not. ‘Thou 
wilt pour out thine indignation up- 
on them. Thy wrathful anger 
will take hold of them.” 
O, K, S$. 
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FOR. THE .PISCATAQUA- EVAN- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE, 


ON THE DISADVANTAGES 
OF IGNORANCE, 

AND THE IMPORTANCE OF USE« 
FUL KNOWLEDGE, 


THE ‘acquirement of useful 
knowledge has, in all ages of the 


world, been ‘esteemed of péculiar 


importance to mankind, by the 
wise and good ; and the disadvans 
tages of ignorance have been as 
universally noticed and acknowl- 
edged. 

What an astonishing difference 
does education, or a general ac- 
quaintance with things, make be- 
tween one nation and another ; 
and, indeed, between some indi- 
viduals and ‘others, of the same 
nation or country ! If we. look 
into’ those parts of thé world, 
where little or no attention is paid 
to the means of edtication ; wheré 
the pedple in’ general live in & 
rude, uncultivated state ; unskilled 
in the useful arts and sciences ; 
and, ‘especially, destitute of chris 
tian light and knowledge ; what 2 
pitiful appearance do’they make, 


{in comparison with those coun= 


tries, where useful knowledge, 
both human and divine,-has beeh 
spread ahd promoted ! Or,’ if 
we observe among individual per- 
sons and families of the same coun= 


| try, and of naturally equal capac- 


itiés, ‘we are struck, at once, 
with the surprizing difference, 
which education, especially a 
christian edtcation, makes be« 
tween one and another ! 

The following observations oh 
the disadvantages of ignorance, 
and on the importance of useful 
knowledge, are submited to the 
consideration of the Editors of the 
Piscatagua Evangelical Mag- 
azine, and may be made public if 
they think proper. 


The present subject, whether 
applied to temporal or to sfiiritual 
concerns, to human or to divine 
things, will admit of some ré- 
marks and illustration, 
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8B The Disadvantages of Ignorance. 


I shall, in this paper, confine my 
thoughts principally to the ill ef- 
fects of ignorance, and the impor- 
tance of knowledge, with regard 
to common and temporal con- 
cerns ; which, however, may be 
considered as having some remote 
connexion with those which are 
spiritual. 

The ill effects and disadvanta- 
ges of ignorance, as to temporal 
concerns, may easily be discover- 
ed, and are often felt and ex- 
perienced among men. It is very 
manifest, that they who are least 
acquainted with the affairs of life ; 
with the transactions, customs, bu- 
siness, and, I may say, arts and 
intrigues of mankind, are most 
liable to be deceived, and imposed 
upon by others. How common is 
it, to meet with instances of per- 
sons suffering greatly, both in their 
credit, and in their interest, 
through want of being acquainted 
with those common, but very ne- 
cessary and useful arts, of reading, 
writing, arithmetic &c.?. And it 
is well known, that ignorance in 
general, is nearly connected with 
civil, as well as religious bigotry, 
superstition, delusion, and the ma- 
ny errors, both of opinion and 
practice, that are to be found 
among men. It ever exposes, 
and usually leads on, to these, and 
to many other ill consequences. 
Hence, in countries where com» 
mon education is neglected, and 
the people are least instructed, 
they are gencrally most supersti-+ 
tious, and most tamely submit to 
Oppression, tyranny, and the va» 
rious impositions of powerful and 
designing men. 

Ignorance, or the want of edus 
cation, it is further obvious, utter- 
ly disqualifies persons for that 
public usefulness, of which they 
might otherwise be cay vble ; and 
indeed, unfits them for 1: wnsacting 
even many of their own private 
affairs, with any honor or safety 
to themselves. He who is unac- 
quainted with the art of reading 
and writing, must, in many of his 
dealings, trust to the honor and fi- 


| delity ‘of others + And were ali 
men strictly honest, governed by 
the golden rule, of doing as they 
would be done by, he would be 
safe enough. But, alas! how ma- 
ny are there, grossly deficient in 
point of integrity ; and, a faithful 
man, as Solomon speaks, a man, 
in all respects and at all times, 
upright, who can find? Hence 
thousands, suffering by their own 
ignorance, ard by the infidelity of 
others, have lamented the want of 
education, where there is one sor 
ry that he has been favored with 
it. 

In towns where the means of 
instruction, both with regard to 
spiritual and temporal things, are 
common, and may easily be enjoys 
ed, it must be considered as ve 
disgraceful, to be either ignorant oe 
vicious. Indeed “ignorance and 
vice,” asa celebrated writer ob- 
serves, *‘are the only things we 
need to be ashamed of.” 

We may, perhaps, have imper® 
fections of body, and may fall 
short of others in the natural ca- 
pacity of our minds ; but, then, 
these are the works of Providence, 
and are not our veproach: And 
those who, on these accounts, de 
ride or mock ts, may justly be 
said to reproach the Maker and 
Governor of all things. Or, we 
may be cruelly and unjustly de- 
prived, as many of our poor fellow 
creatures are, of the means of in- 
struction ; and so may not know 
and do, in many respects, as 
would be proper and best: And, 
in this case, our ignorance or 
transgression would not be so 
much our fault or discredit, as our 
unhappiness. But, when any have 
capacities for acquiring useful 
knowledge, have the means of ed- 








ucation at hand, and no unreason- 
able restraint is laid upon them ; 
when instrtiction beth % religious 
and common Concerns, is within 
their reach, and may easily be ob- 
tained ; in this case, to be grossly 
ignorant or vicious, must be ex- 
tremely reproachful. And, is it 
not greatly to be lamented, that 








with many, the means of instruc- 
tion are so little esteemed, and so 
much neglected, as they are 

The foregoing remarks, and 
others that wpa made, on the 
ill effects and disadvantages of ig- 
norance, serve to evince the im- 
portance of education or know- 
ledge as it respects temporal and 
outward concerns ; and may con- 
vince us of its high necessity and 
value, in the various stations and 
occupations of life. A good edu- 
cation is absolutely necessary in 
order to forming the useful and 
good instructor ; the skilful and 
eminent physician ; the sage and 
renowned politician ;. the respec- 
table magistrate ox ruler ; and the 
worthy citizen, And, indeed, with 
respect to all classes of people, the 
poor as well as the rich, the hus- 
bandman as well as the merchant 
or mechanic ; the better their 
minds are informed, and the more 
liberal their education is, the bet- 
ter qualified are they, if rightly 
disposed, for acting their parts on 
the stage of hfe, with honor and 
advantage to themselves, and for 
serving God and their generation, 
according to his will. Let all, 
then, be excited to place a due es- 
timation upon the means of in- 
struction, and be truly thankful 
for them. In this land, and in our 
towns in general, the means of ed- 
ucation, may pretty liberally be 
enjoyed. 

In various countries, that might 
be named, the common people 
are deprived, in great measure, 
of the means of light and infor- 
mation. They have either not 
ability, or not liberty, to obtain 
even a common education ; and 
so, of necessity, remain all their 
days, in a state of wretched and 
deplorable ignorance, But in this 
country it is not so. Schools and 
seminaries of learning are here, 
it is allowed, more free and com- 
mon than in any other part of the 
world. The means of a common 
education, at least, are, in our 
towns in general, within the reach 


ei all, Let all, therefore, duly ¢s- 
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timate the privilege, and improve 
it, with becoming thankfulness to. 
that God, whose good providence is 
concerned in all the circumstances 
and in all the privileges of men. 

Further, Let it be lamented, 
that no better improvement is 
made in general, of the means of 
instruction, and of the many dis- 
tinguishing advantages for ace 
quiring useful knowledge ! B 
some, learning, both human an 
divine, is despised ; and, by others, 
the means of it are sadly and shame-. 
fully neglected. Too many there 
are, who, though they might, with 
ease and little expence, have been 
tolerably well educated, are yet suf- 
fered, by their parents and masters, 
to grow upin disgraceful. ignorance, 
if not in idleness and vice # 

To close ; Be exhorted, ye who 
are parents, to encourage the 
means of acquiring useful know- 
ledge ; and give your chrildrer 
sufficient opportunity, to improve 
them. Allow not your dear off - 
spring to grow up in ignorance, 
when the means of education are 
so easily obtained ; lest, when they 
come to feel the want of education 
in themselves they reproach yot 
for your neglect of them !: 

Nor let any of you, whether par. 
ents or children, who are capable 
of consideration, be negligent with 
regard to improving your own 
| minds in the knowledge of things 
| that are useful. And, to this end 
omit not to avail yourselves of all 
. those advantages which are, or may 
be, in your own power. Let the 
few following recommendations. 
-have their proper weight and in- 
| fiuence with you. 
| First. Endeavor to obtain use« 
ful knowledge from. others ; from 
those who are capable of affordin 
you light and instruction, and o 
whom you have opportunity to 
learn. Be willing to be taught. 
| Desire to be instructed. And from 
whomsoever, or whatever quarter, 
useful knowledge may be derived, 
readily admit, and suitably prize it, 

Secondly. Be attentive to the- 





use of good and valuable books. Ts. 
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this way, useful knowledge is prin- 
cipally tobe acquired. From books, 
not only the rudiments or first 
principles of science are to be ob- 
tained ; but the superstructure of 
educ: ition is in a great measure, to 
be reared ; and so men furnished 
for acting their parts on the stage 
of life, with more propriety and 
honor to themselves, and with 
greater usefulness to their fellow 
men. 

The attentive reading of well- 
selected books on various subjects, 
would serve to enlarge your minds, 
to store them with useful idezs, to 
prevent errors both of opinion and 
practice, and to render you more 
distinguished i in your day and gen- 
eration. And how much more 
commendable would it be to em- 
ploy your leisure hours in thus 
reading, and thereby furnishing 
yourselves for more extensive use- 
fulness in the world. than it would 
be to spend them in idleness and 
Vain conversation, as many do; or, 
in those recreations and amuse- 
ments, which serve, not very much 
if any, to make persons either wi- 
ser or better, more respectable or 
usefir! ! 

Thirdly. Think and meditate, 
as well as read. This is of much 
importance in acquiring knowledge 
of any kind “* Meditation” says 
anclegant writer, “is the stomach 
which digests this food,” taken in 
by reading ; and his advice is “to 
refiect many heurs for re ading 
one.” Doubtless, it is of peculiar 
importance, to reflect on, and di- 

est, what you read or hear, in or- 
Sex to your making any good prog- 
yess in acquiring useful knowledge. 
' Be attentive to the few directians 
and recommendations, now given, 
and there is no doubt but you will, 
ere long , attain to such ornamen- 
tal and profitable acquirements in 
the knowledge of things, as, being 
wisely improved, will render you 
ore agreeable companions ; more 
esteemed by the wise and judicious; 
more serviceable in life ; and more 

jamented in death. 
PAULINUS, 








From the Hive. 
LOVE TO GOD. 

“ THE three great springs of 
love to God are these ; a clear dis- 
covery of what God is in himself ; 
a lively sense of what he has done’ 
for us, and a well grounded hope of 
what he will do for us. Where 
the love of God reigns in the af- 
fections, it will command alJ] the 
powers of nature, and all the rest 
of the passions to act suitably to this 
sovereign and all-ruling affection 
oflove. The eye will often look 
up to God in a way of humble de- 
pendence ; the ear will be attentive 
to his word; the hands will be lift- 
ed up to heaven in daily requests ; 
the Knees will be bent in humble 
worship ; all the outward powers 
will be busy in doing the will of 
God, and promoting his glory. He 
that loves God will keep his com- 
mandments, and fulfil every present 
duty with delight. He will endea- 
vour to please God in all his ac- 
tions, and watch against, and avoid 
whatever may offend him ; and 
while the several outward powers 
are thus engaged, all the mward 
affections of nature will be employ- 
ec in corresponding exercises, Su- 
preme love will govern all the ac- 
tive train of human passions, and 
lead them captive to cheerful obe- 
dience.” 

‘* How senseless and absurd is 
the pretence to love God above all 
things, if we do not resolve to live 
upon him as our hope and happi- 
ness ; if we do not choose him to 
be our God and our all, our chief 
and all-sufficient good in this world, 
and that which istocome ! Where 
the idea of a God, as a being of 
supreme € xcellence, doth not reign 
in the mind, where the will is not 
determined and fixed on him as 
our supreme good, men are stran- 
gers to that sacred and divine af- 
fecticn of love. Until this be done, 
we cannot be said to love God with 
all our heart. 

“© How necessary and useful a 
practice it is therefore for a chris 
tian to meditate often on the 
transcendent perfections and worth 
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ef the blessed God, to survey his 

attributes, and his grace in Christ 
Jesus ; to keep in mind a con- 

stant idea of his supreme excel- 
lence, and frequently to repeat and 
confirm the choice of him as our 
highest hope, our portion and our 
everlasting good ! This will keep 
the love of God warm at heart, and 
maintain the divine affection in its 
primitive life and vigor, But if 
our ideas of the adorable and su- 
preme excellence of God grow 
faint and feeble, and sink lower in 
the mind; if we lose sight of his 
amiable glories, the sense of his 
amazing love in the gospel, his rich 
promises, and alluring grace ; if 
we shall abate the fervency of this 
sacred passion, our love to God 
grows cold by degrees, and suffers 
great and gradual decays. 

“What thanks do we owe to 
God, who though we are so much 
indebted to him, demands only our 
love,to pay offallour debts upon this 
consideration ; doth he not shew us, 
by placing the precept of love above 
all others, how, poor and insolvent 
as we are, we may Clear ourselves 
of all that we owe him. 

“ It is surely impossible to read 
the life and death of our blessed 
Savior, without renewing and in- 
creasing in our hearts, that leve and 
reverence, and gratitude to him, 
which is so justly due for all he did 
and suffered for us; every word 
that fell from his lips is more pre- 
cious than ali the treasures of the 
earth, for his are the words of 
eternal life ! They musttherefore be 
laid up in our hearts, and constantly 
referred to, on all occasions, as the 
rule and direction of all our actions, 

*‘ It is impossible to love God 
without desiring to please him, and, 
as far as we are able, to resemble 
him ; therefore the love of God 
must lead to every virtue in the 
highest degree; and we may be 
sure we do not truly love him, it 
we content ourselves with avoiding 
fiagrant sins, and do not strive in 
food earnest; to reach the ereat- 
est degree of perfection we are 
¢apable of, by his he!p.” 





“We cannot possibly exceed in 
the measure of our love to God, ta 
whom reason as well as revelation 
directs us to offer the best of our 
affections, and from wkom alone 


+ we can hope for that happiness, 


which it is our nature incessantly 


to desire.” 


“As to the acts of love to God, 
obedience is the chief; “this is the 
love of God that we keep his coms 
mandments.” 

— +e 


RELIGION OUR BEST 
FRIEND. 


Our best friends are those, who, 
in every situation, are faithful to 
us. Religion is such a friend. 
Her friendship once secured, she 
never deserts us, unless with vio- 
lence we banish her from ourem- 
braces. She accompanies us in 
every stage, and through all the 
variegated scenes of human life. 

Of vouth she is the guardian an- 
gel, She restrains its impetuous 
passions, and chastens their too 
sanguine hopes of earthly bliss. 
She shields them from a thousand 
temptations, dangers and disap- 
pointments. She kindly leads her 
young votaries from the paths of 
the destroyer, and conducts them 
in the ways of wisdom, which are 
pleasant, secure and peaceful. 
She feeds them with solid happi- 
ness. She is richin pleasures and 
liberally imparts those which are 
refined from the alloy, which cau- 
ses satiety in enjoyment, and is fol- 
lowed with bitterness in reflection. 
She is an ornament of grace to the 
young, and secures them the friend- 
ship of the geod, the affection of 
their God, the blessings of the Re- 
deemer, and the residence and 
grace of the Holy Spirit in their 
hearts. 

To those advanced to manhood 
she never fails to give faithful and 
necessary warnings to guard a- 
gainst the seductive influence 
and overwhelming cares of this 
distracting world. In the midst 
of perplexities and disappoint- 
ments she preserves the ming se- 
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rene. She sweetens the toils, and 
smooths the rough scenes of life. 
By giving a taste to enjoy, and 
wisdom and prudence to dispose of 
them, she adds mtrinsic value to 
riches, and makes even poverty 
rich by accompanying it with con- 
tentment. She heightens the bles- 
sings of prosperity, gives cheerful- 
ness to solitude, and refines the 
pleasures of society, 

She is the solace, comfort and 
gray hair of old age. 

But it is in adversity we most 
feel, and most need her blessings 
and sustaining power. She kindly 
wipes the tear from afflictions eye, 
and pours her cordials into the 
wounded heart. In the most try- 
ing scenes she is an unfailing sup- 

orter and comforter. In the val- 
ley of the shadow of death she de- 
serts not her friends. Here, when 
the world flies from us, and other 
friends can furnish no relief, she 
exerts all her power to sustain and 
comfort. Here she isa friend in- 
deed. She dispels the darkness of 
that gloomy vale by her radiant 
beams, smooths the rugged and 
thorny way, disarms the grim ty- 
rant of his terrors, and transforms 
him into a messenger of peace. 
She unveils to the dying saint the 
heavenly world, discovers to him 
the ever blessed God, as his recon- 
ciled Father, the exalted Redeem- 
er as his Savior and friend, and 
the mansions of glory as his ever- 
lasting habitation. Mow happy is 
the christian im such a friend ! 

How miserable 1s the sinner in 
a world so full of change and sor- 
row without her friendship $ This 
world is his only friend. He has 
none m heaven. And the world, 
like a treacherous friend, will for- 
sake him in adversity. It is poor 
and barren of comfort. When 
most needed, it flies from him, or 
stays to sharpen the arrows of ad- 
versity. Instead of consolation, it 
pours poison into the wounded bo- 
som. Inthe hour of death, it is 
stripped of all its false and gaudy 
colors ; it then leaves the wretch, 


and cheated of the best comforte 
here, and of heaven itself, to the 
pains of dissolving nature, the 
stings of conscience, the agonies of 
despair, a helpless prey in the 
arms of death. 

Let us, therefore, withdraw our 
hearts and confidence from the 
world, before we are involved in 
irretrievable ruin, Letus at once 
dissolve a friendship, which is en- 
mity to God, to our present com- 
fort and future felicity. Look not 
at the things which are seen and 
temporal, transitory and unsatis« 
fying ; but at the things, which are 
unseen and yield an eternal frui- 
tion. Let us receive religion to 
our embraces, and make her our 
friend. Sell all and buy this pearl 
of great price, then, whatever be 
our Circumstances, as it respects. 
earthly objects, we shall be rich 
indeed. We shall have unfailing 
friends and possessions, Let chris- 
tians, by obedience to her dictates, 
strengthen the cords of their friend- 
ship with her, and thus increase 
their comforts and _ consolations, 
here, and glory hereafter. And 
may sinners learn their poverty 
and danger while at enmity with 


her. 


PIOUS ADVICE 
TO A PROFLIGATE SON, 


“IT is all a tale,” said Will te. 
one of his female cousins, whe 
spoke of going to church next day. 
“My brother and J are to have a 
ride into the country.” The lady 
was shocked at the rudeness of the 
declaration, and instead of an ap- 
proving smile, Will was reward- 
ed with a frown. ‘This young gen- 
tleman was placed early in life at 
a distance from those whose more 
immediate duty it was to guide his 
unpractised years, and thus left 
at liberty in the choice of his com- 
panions and pleasures, he soon ex- 
changed the principles which had 
been carefully instilled into him, 
for others more flattering and fash« 
ionable. When he made the a- 





whom it has deceived through life 
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yvaent of his opinions, he was just 
come from a friend’s house, where 
he had dined, and done honour to 
the excellent quality of the wines 
by bringing offa sufficient quantity. 
Inspired and elevated with the en- 
tertainments of the table from 
which he had lately risen, Will 
was ambitious, in the absence of 
those whose years and experience 
would have been a restraint, of 
showing his superiority to vulgar 
weaknesses and prejudices, Whe- 
ther he imagined that such a dis« 
covery would recommend him to 
the favour of the ladies, I will not 
determine. 

As I found myself altogether un- 

ualified to join in that sort of po- 
lite conversation which the gentle- 
man had introduced, and which he 
seemed desirous of continuing with 
the help of his younger brother, 
who has embraced the same gene- 
rous and enlarged sentiments, I 
instantly withdrew, leaving Will 
and his cousins to manage the mat- 
ter betwixt them. Formy own 
part, Iam still resolved to persist 
in the primitive practice of ob- 
serving the sabbath-day, till my 
understanding shall be so far en- 
lightened as to perceive, with 
Will, that the Christian religion is 
alla tale. If it be a tale, as Will 
says, aud he, no doubt, has his rea- 
sons, sure it is a good one. 

The young gentlemen came 
down in the morning properly e- 
} quipped, and finding their sister 
was ready, they all three stept in- 
to the chaise, which waited at the 
door. They had not proceeded 
far, before Euphronia, an amiable 
young lady, began to feel some un- 
easiness of mind, and expressed 
her doubts whether it was lawful 
to take such a journey of pleasure 
on that day. “I saw my mother 
look a little displeased when we 
were preparing to set out.” “My 
Motheris too narrow and bigotted, 
you know,” replied Will, “and 
she will forget us all as soon as 
she sees her favourite preacher 
Mr. —— in the pulpit.” “I dare 
swear,” says his younger brother, 
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“she has forgot us already, for she 
is by this time on her knees in the 
little closet.” “She never fotgets 
any of us there,” says his sister ; 
“but I have been too easily pres 
vailed on to engage in this expe- 
dition. Had I reflected that it 
would have given our dear moths 
er such uneasiness, or that I should 
have been exposed to hear such 
conversation, I would not have he- 
sitated a moment to stay behind. 
There is a dreadful cloud hanging 
over us! How black and dismal it 
appears !{ It will certainly soon 
burst upon us in a deluge of rain.” 
“What have you to fear from the 
bursting of the cloud ?” says Will : 
“We are all secure in this snug 
carriage, and in a short time we 
shall have a good comfortable 
room and a hearty dinner ; and if 
we can get no pleasure out of 
doors, we shall amuse ourselves 
the best way we can within.” “But 
what will become of that poor fels 
low that rides before us ?” “ Let 
him go to the ——=.” “I am as 
fraid, Will, some of us shall get 
there before him.” ‘Sister, your 
notions are too antiquated. You 
have been too long in a confined 
sphere among the canting whining 
hypocrites of ——, I must have 
you along with me. None of the 
people of sense and fashion with us 
trouble their heads about religion, 
or ever think of minding Sunday 
or going to church ; they leave 
that to servants and mechanics.” 
“Then I fear they leave the best 
part to them, and take up with 
the worst themselves. They fore- 
go, I am now inclined to think, the 
most ratienal gratification our na- 
tures can enjoy, arid rashly re- 
nounce all hopes of future happi- 

ness, for the pomp and glitter of a 
day.” You will judge otherwise 
when we have had you awhile ae 
mongst us.” “I hope not ; Iam 
not at all ambitious of the honour 
you propose ; and if such be the 

circle to which you would intrd- 

duce me, I choose rather to remain 

at home in peace and obscurity. 

My friends, it is true, are of a dif- 
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ferent way of thinking from yours, 
and may not, perhaps, appear so 
gay and splendid, but they have as 
sound heads and as honest hearts; 
and I feel myself perfectly happy 
in their society, without any wish 
to make a change.” “An excels 
icnt parson in petticoats, upon my 
word. Where, in the name of 
wonder, sister, have you acquired 
all this fine rhetoric and divinity ? 
Did you study at ...... or at we f 
Couldst thou get in amongst the 
people called Quakers, I am con- 
fident thou wouldst outshine the 
best-zifted sister of them all. But 
how wilt thou part with that high 
Cp, child, these smart feathers, 
and all thy Other finery? Serious- 
ly, sister, [ pity your weakness ; 
and had I dreamed that your con- 
science was so very tender and 
scrupulous, I would not have ask- 
ed you to be of our party.” “And 
I, brother, most sincerely pity your 
Wickedness ; and had I known 
that your principles were so loose, 
and that you could have talked in 
so-profane and irreligious a style, 
no entreaties should have moved 
me to accompany you, But I beg 
that for the future you wiil sup- 
press, at least when I am present, 
all such impious reflections, to 
which my e: u's have hitherto been 
unaccustomed.”’ The young gen- 
tlemen, confounded and abashed at 
so spirited a remonstrance, behav- 
ed during the remainder of the 
journey with decency and good 
manners ; but notwithstanding all 
their efforts to force an air of gaie- 
ty and cheerfulness, the day passed 
very dull and heavy. The weath- 
er too was unfavourable. In their 
return to town they had long inter- 
vals of silence, interrupted only by 
yawnings. At length the younger 
brother began to hum a fashiona- 
ble air, but was quickly reproved 
by the other, who thought it im- 
prudent to shock any farther the 
feelings of their sister, lest a dis- 
covery should be made, which 
would draw upon him the displea- 
sure of his parents, and embitter 
the short stay he intended to make 
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among his relations, As soon ag 
they landed at their father’s house, 
the young lady repaired immedi- 
ately to her own apartment, and 
the young gentlemen to a tavern 
in the neighborhood, to spend the 
evening, according to appointment, 
with some very choice compan. 
loas ; where the miscarriage of 
that day’s excursion, and the ri- 
diculous squeamishness of their sis- 
ter, furnished nosmall share of the 
entertainment, 

A little before the time fixed on 
for her brother’s departure, Eu- 
phronia took an opportunity of re- 
lating the whole affair to her moth. 
er, and expressed her concern and 
regret for having acted so.contrary 
to her mother’s inclinations and 
her own sense of duty. _ As it was 
the first offence, she hoped to be 
forgiven, and promised she weuld 
never suffer herself to be drawn 
in to give her countenance to such 
an unworthy abuse of that sacred 
day. “Ask forgiveness, my dear,” 
said her alae “of Him whom 
you have chiefly offended, and 
take care to show the sincerity of 
your repentance by a greater pu- 
rity of conversation, and a stricter 
regard to the institutions of our hos 
ly religion.”” At this moment her 
brother entered the room, upon 
which she went out «and left them 
alone together, Will soon dread- 
ed, from the countenance of his 
mother, more in sorrow than in 
anger, what had been the subject 
of their conversation ; but she did 
not keep him long in a state of 
suspense. With dignity, yet at 
the same time with tenderness, 
she thus addressed him : “Sorry! 
am from the heart, my dear Will, 
to hear such accounts of your con- 
duct as-cannot but lessen you in the 
esteem of all those whose regard 
is worth possessing. I never ex 
pected to receive such_informa- 
tion concerning you. But the 
source whence I have derived it 
can leave no room for uncertainty 
and doubt.. To have heard that 
you were seized with a violent fe 
ver, or had broken a limb by a fall 
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from your horse, could not have 
raised In me so great an alarm tor 
your safety as this news has done. 
‘A mind, corrupted by evil princi- 

ples and vicious indulgences, is 
worse than all the dreadful disor- 
ders and misfortunes to which the 
body is liable, With such an in- 
considerable share of knowledge 
and experience as you must have 
acquired, how dare you so boldly 
dispute the truth of a relation 
which hasbeen credited by many 
much wiser and better than your- 
self, or call in question the exis- 
tence of things which it is impos- 
sible for you and all the sons of 
Adam to disprove ? But I am still 
disposed to think. favourably of 
you, and to behieve that you are 
not as yet a real confirmed infidel, 
but have been betrayed into the 
profession of these sentiments 
merely by vanity and a foolish de- 
sire of appearing as manly as your 
neighbors. You have unhappily 
chosen as models for your imita- 
tion the most contemptible of your 
sex ; Few, I hope, of ours are as 
vet infected with this libertine and 
zbandoned spirit. As you are yet 
only a novice, Lam not without 
expectations that a timely and se- 
rious warning may not be altogeth- 
er lost upon you. It has long been 
my study and desire to preserve 

nm my mind a deep conviction of 
ihe uncertainty of all human en- 
joyments, and when I part with 
any of my family to consider that 
I may never have the pleasure of 
conversing with them again in this 
world. Hearken to this then, as 
if it were the last advice of an af- 
fectionate mother, who cannot but 
love vou, though your conduct has 
not hitherto been such as she can 
honestly approve. Surely. those 
associates who are so lavish in 
their assertions of friendship, when 
per haps heated and inflamed with 
Wine, cannot feel such ardent and 
sincere wishes for your welfare as 
the parent who brought you forth 
and nourished you all your infant 
days. QO, my son! flee, I beseech 
you, the company of the vain and 
VOL. I, NUM. II. A 














































Pious dvice toa Profligate Son. 78 


licentious ; they may endeavour 
to persu: ude you that they are haps 
py ; but heed them not : It is a 
delusion and a he. ‘hey never 
can taste of true and genuine sutis- 
faction while they madly pursue 
such acourse, Venture not amongst 
them again, though it were to 
make you master of a world. The 
ruin both of body and soul must be 
the fatal consequence of sucha 
connexion. If you cultivate the 
society of the virtuous and the 
wise, you shail never have cause 
to repent crit, Their triendsbip 
is sincere, and it will be improv- 
ing, delightful, steady, and perma- 
nent ; but God himself is the only 
powerful and unchangeable friend. 
Remember that you are obnoxious, 
as well as others, to misfortune, 
disease, and death. There are 
situations in human life when the 
most faithful and attentive friends 
can only behold and weep, but can- 
not afford the smallest relief; in 
such a season the certainty and 
reality of those things, which you 
now afiect to deride, will press 
upon your mind in all their pative 
force and vigour ; and though you 
should obtain comfort, yet 1 almost 
tremble to think how dear your 
folly of mocking at religion will 
cost you. Be entreated to read of- 
ten, and with attention, that bles- 
sed book which the gay and 
thoughtless so much despise, and 
think it no shame or disgrace to 
implore the direction of Him wha 
hath made both it and you: it will 
tell you all things that ever you 
did. Do not hastily believe it to 
be a falsehood invented to impose 
upon the weak and crecduleus, be- 
ciuse men of profligate m os 
who wish It in their hearts, hav 

been bold enough to say so, or be-. 
cause a few, whocall themselves 
philosophers, and pretend to be 
much more knowing than others, 
have, in the pride of their under- 
standing, denied the truth and res 
ality of all religion. With the 
ereatest bigotry and zeal have 
they propagated their detestable 
opinions ; thus attempting, with 
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the most ‘inhutian barbarity, to} 


rob the wretched of their only 
support. But upon a diligent pe- 
rusal, I hope you willfind to your 
comfort, 
weak or defective in the evidence, 


nothing absurd or contradictory in * 
the doctrines, nothing unreasonable ° 


> > ane - ? i ‘al is’ . ‘i ° : 
in the preceps ; but that all 18’) ninety and nine persons mentioned 


worthy of that wise and gracious 
Being from whom it comes, end 
wonderfully adapted to the miser- 


able state of those to’ whom it is ‘ 


directed. Be assured I shall not 
cease to recommend you to the 
same God who has kindly conduct- 
ed and comforted me, and in whose 
service ‘TJ have enjoyed infinitely 
more sweetness and delight than 
the most successful votary of vice 
from all his nvean and fading plea- 
sures. And if my poor testimony 
can add any weight with you to the 
countless multitudes who have felt 
and proclaimed that God is true, I 
can most safely and heartily affirm, 
that in no one moment since I knew 
him have I found his werd to fail, 
and Iam persuaded never shail. 


Many comforts has he poured into” 


my cup; and this one, I trust, is 
still reserved for me—to hear, 
before I leave this world, that my 
prayers for your conviction and a- 
mendment have been heard and 
answered.” Here the gotd old la- 
dy ended with tears in her eyes. 
Her son hung down his head in the 
utmost confusion, unable to make 
any reply. What effect these ad- 
monitions will have upon him, 
time alone can determitc, 
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For the Magazine. 


Messrs. Editors, 

IN your first number, page 37th 
T noticed some remarks, on repen- 
tance, extracted if I mistake not, 
from an English Magazine. In the 
midst of these remarks, is the fol- 
lowing, “the ninetv and nine just 
“ persons, who need no repentance, 
“JT Apprehend, with submission to 
“those, who differ in judgment 


that there is nothing 





‘On Renentdice. 


“from mé, intend the Phariséés, 
**who were then present, and aij 
‘self righteous persons, to the end 
“of the world ; those openly avow, 
**that they do as well as they can, 
and of course have nothing to 
“repent of.” 


The. author’s opinion as to the 


in Luke xv, 7, is expressed with 
modesty. The opinion itself, is 
likewise ‘very common. Still I 
humbly conceive, it must be incor 


rect, 


‘I fully agree with the writer, 
that there are, as he supposes, 
‘¢ self righteous persons, who open- 
ly avow, that they do as well as 
they can,” I-concede likewise, that 
such persons are dangerously de- 
ceived as to themselves, and as to 
the extent of the divine law ; and, 
further, that they are’in a state 
highly unfavourable to the recep- 
tion of the gospel. Yet I see no 
reason to believe, that these are 
the persons mentioned by our Sa- 
vior, in the passage referred to 
above. My reasons fora different 
opinion are first, that this construc- 
tion is not agreable to the comnion 
use of the term just. Second, that 
it is not agreeable to the context. 
‘Third, it isby no means, true, that 
the self righteous need no repent» 
ance, ° 


Tirst, this construction is not 
agreeable to the common use of the 
term just. That term is, I be- 
lieve, invariably used to convey a 
favorable idea. There is no other 
passage, in the new testament, in 
which, it is conjectured to desig- 
nate an hypocrite. There must, 
therefore, be some vety strong rea- 
sons to induce Us to believe, that, 
in this particular instance, it means 
just the reverse of what it means 
in all other instances. Second, the 


opinion that “the ninety ahd nine 
just persons” were self righteous, 


is by no means agreable to the con- 
text. The chapter begins thus, 
hen drew near all the fublicans 
and sinners foro hear him. And 
the Pharisees and Scribes mur- 
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muredy saying, this man re- 
ceiveth sinners, and eateth with 
them. 
hie to shew, that, as he was come 
in quality of, a divine instructor 
and reformer, it was perfectly in 
character, for him to converse free- 
ly with the most ignorant and the 
most sinful ; and that this was abso- 
lutely necessary, in order to ac- 
complish the design of his coming. 
A man, saith he, had an hundred 
sheep ; one of them went astray ; 
he left the ninety and nine, and 
sought the lost sheep, in the, moun- 
tains ; when he. has found it, he 
rejoiced more over that one sheep, 
than over.all the rest. J say usi- 
to you, likewise, there is joy in 
heaven over one sinner, that re- 
peenteth, more thanover ninety and 


nine just fersons wha need.ng res. 


jientance. 

As our Savior. says, there. is 
more joy over one. penitent, than 
over ninety and nine just persons, 
it is plainly intimated, that there is 
some joy over- such. Whereas, 


there. 1s no joy at all, in heaven, 


over the self righteous. . 
Besides, were the self righteous 
meant, the parables used by Christ 
on the Occasion, would not be to the 
point. The ninety nine . sheep, 
that went not astray, were not 
goats, but sheefi, ‘The nine pieces 


of silver remaining in the woman’s 


treasury were not. dross but. real 
si/ver ; and, therefore, would. very 
ill represent the self righteous,who 
are destitute of all. genuine piety, 
and consequently of, all value, in 
the divine estimation. 

Third, it is, far from being true, 
that the self righteous need no re- 
pentance. ‘Chere, are, none, who 
need it more, 

But it may be. asked, who the 
ninety and nine just persons are ? 
I answer, that, strictly speaking, 
thereisnot a just man ufion earis, 
There is.no man living, who sin- 
neth not. But, in, a qualified sense, 
the scriptures often apply the term, 
to good men. Josefii, the hus- 
band of Mary, was a just man, 
Matthew i. 19, John the Bap» 


Christ then spake a para-. 











































On Refentanee. ree 


tist was a just man, and an.holyy. 


Mark vi. 20. Simeon was just 
and devout, Luke 11. 25. God 
sendeth rain, on the just and o7- 


the unjust, saith Christ. By which. 


he means, that the common 


-bounties of divine Providence are 


enjoyed indiscriminately by those, , 
who have saving piety, and by 
those, who, have it not. 

It may be further enquired, who 
these aye, who need no repent-. 
ance ? Or, whether this can be 
said of good, men, in .general ? 
The answer is, that it cannot, in 
strictness of speech. But it may 
be said, that they need no repent-. 
ance, in comparison. with those, 
who are under the reigning power 
of sin, So it is said, labour not for- 
the meat, which perisheth, but for 
that which endureth to everlaste. 
ing life, meaning nothing.more, 
than that men ought to labour less 
for the one,and more forthe other; 
or dess for the one, in comparison 
with, the other, Although every 
christian needs repentance, and is- 
bound to exercise it, yet this re- 
pentance is not that, to which, cur. 
Savior alludes. He is evidently 
speaking of the renovation of a 
sinner ; of the sinner’s being .chang-. 
ed from. sin to holiness ; and the 
import of his words is this, “there. 
is more jey in heaven over one. 
sinner, that repenteth, than over 
ninety ani nine pious persons, who 
by divine. grace, have long been 
established in the ways of godli- 
ness.” Should it be enquired, why 
the conversion of a sinner. occa- 
sions greater joy, than the perse- 
verance. of saints ?-It may be an- 
swered, that this representation is 
accommodated to human _ feelings 
and human passions, our joy is 
more excited by the sudden acqui- 
sition of any good, than by the 
long possession of its We feel 
livelier emotions of gratitude, on 
the recovery of health, after a dan- 
gerous sickness, than we do ina 
present state of health, which we 
have long enjoyed, A father, who 
had ten sons, nine of whom were . 


} pious and dutiful, and one of whe 
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was disobedient and profligate, 
would experience greater joy, In 
perceiving a thorough reforma- 
tion in that one, than in observing, 
at any time, the continued ‘regu- 
larity of all the rest, not that it is 
a greater blessing to have a wicked 
son reform, than to have a son uni- 
formly dutiful.* But the emofzon 
of p's vould be greater, in as much 
as the son must have 
excited great anxiety in the father, 
and his return to duty, is a bes- 
sing, which he had no right to ex- 
pect, 

So the matter is illustrated in 
the parable of the lost sheep, the 
lost money, and the prodigal son. 

‘There is another passage, in 
the gospel, gous to that, un- 
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mes supposed to mean the seli 
1teous, as were the just, in the 
we, which been already 
considered, ‘The interpretation is 
bie to the same objection, in this 
asin ‘the other. 
st, the 
ravs used 
as l remember d 
plied to hypocrites. We oueht not 
unnecessarily to suppose its mean- 
to be different in this place, 
from what it is In others. 

Second, this construction is no 
acreeable to the occasion, on 
which, the words were spoken ; 
which occasion was precisely like 
that, on. which, Christ spake the 
parable of the lest sheep. He was 
complamed of being conver- 

-ublicans and sinners. 
He instified himselt, by stating the 
desien of his comit ro Wi hie h was not 
so much the edification of those, 
were aiready pious, as the 
conversion of sinners. Our Lord, 
no doubt, when he came, found 
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On Rehentance. 


some persons on the earth whr 
were righteous, according to the 
common use of that term, in serip. 
ture. Not that he found any, who 
were free from the remains of in- 
ward corruption; but such as Zach- 
arias and Elizabeth, who walked 
in the ordinances of the Lord, Luke 
i, 6. His business was not so much 
with these as with those who had 
no saving piety at all. The whole 
have no need of a Physician, but | 
they that are sick. He came not 
fo call the righteous, but sinners 
to refientance. And had he asso- 
ciated only with such pious persons 
his business of preaching repent- 
ance and conversion to sinners 
would not have been accomplish 
ed. 

Should it be objected thatthese 
pious persons, such as the scrip- 
tures usually Genominate right- 
eous, could not be saved without 
Christ any more than others ; we 
srant it most readily ; but Christ 
is not, here, speaking of his atone- 
meni, but of calling men to that 
repentance, without w hich, no per- 
son can have an mtefest in the 
atonement. 

Third, it is beyond all question, 
true, that Christ did come to call 
the self righteous to repentance. 
He came to preach repentance to 
ail sinners indiscriminately. The 
members of the church at Laod?- 
cea were eminently self riehteous, 
Their language was, Lam rich, 
zncreased in goods, and have need 
of nothing, Rev. ili, 17. 

Did not Christ call them to re- 
pentance ? Saul of Tarsus was 
self righteous, Phil. tii. but Christ 
called him to repentance ; so doth 
he call all seif righteous ‘persons, 
Equally far is it from being true, 
that those, who think themselves 
whole, while they are not, have 
no need of a Physician. Those, 
who trust in themselves, that they 
are righteous, and dispise others, 
are, at best, in a dangerous state ; 
but if it were true, that they were 
not, in common with other sinners, 
embraced in the general design of 
Christ’s coming, if he came not to 
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ANECDOTE OF SIR FRANCIS 
WALSINCHAM, 


SECRETARY WALSING- 
JFiAM, was a very eminent cour 
tier and statesman, He lived, and 
flourished in Queen Elizabeth’s 
time.’ Tired of the etiquet of 
courts, he retired from the busy 
world, and passed the last of his 
days in the privacy of a country 
jite, Some of his gay companions 
rallied him on his becoming reli- 
gious,and told him he was melan- 
choly. With an air, at once man- 
ly, easyy and dignified, he made 
ihe following very pertinent reply. 
“No, said he, Iam not melancho- 


ly, but I am serious, and it is fit 1. 


should be so, Ah my friends, 
while we laugh, all things are se- 
rious around us. God is serious, 
who exerciseth patience towards 
us; Christ is serious, who shed 
his blood for us ; the Holy Spirit 
is serious, in striving against the 
obstinacy of our hearts ; the holy 
scriptures bring to our ears the 
most serious things inthe world ; 
the whole creation i$ serious in 
serving God and us ; all that are 
in heaven, and hell are serious, 
How then can we be gay ¢” 


———— T+ ae 


ANECDOTE OF A LADY OF FASH- 
ION, AND HER SERVANT. 





TO creatures destined to the 
grave and to immortality, a con- 
templation of death and eternity 
should never be unwelcome. And 
by the blessing of God, such 
thoughts may be greatly and ev- 
erlastingly profitabie. A due-con- 
sideration of eternity is calculated 
to weaken the strength of our at- 
tachment to the things of time ; 
restrain the licentiousness of a 
thoughtless, luxurious age, and 
lessen our foncnessfof the diver- 
sions, and amusements of life. 





Ancedotes. vy 


A lady of distinction and fash. 
ion, had cherished a fondness for 
scenes.of gaiety and mirth. Hav- 
ing, at a certain time, spent the e- 
vening abroad at cards and in gay 
company, she at a late hour re- 
turned to her family at home. 
On entering her dwelling. she found 
her servant maid serously em- 
ployed in reading a religicus book, 
Aiter locking over her shoulder a 
moment, she said, “poor melan- 
choly soul ! What pleasure can 
you find in poring so jong over 
that book ?”? The servant made 
no reply, and the lady turning has- 
tily away, retired to seek the re- 
pose of the night. But in vain, 
sleep seemed to have departed 
from her, she ley sighing and 
weeping, and turning restlessly 
from side to side. Her servant 
perceiving her disquietude, re- 
peatedly asked her, what was the 
matter ! At length she burst into 
a flood of tears, and said, “© ! it 
was one word I saw in your book 
that troubles me ; there Il saw that 
word, ETERNITY. O, how happy 
should 3 be, if 1 were prepared tor 
erernity J’? The consequence of 
this impression was, that she ever 
after, laid aside her cards, forsook 
her gay company, and set herself 
seriously* to prepare for the so- 
lemn moment of transition, from 
the present to the approaching, 
and eternal world. 
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For the Magazine. 
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON, 
PREACHED AT ST. PAUL’S 
CHURCH IN LONDON, JAN. 16, 
1548, BY KUGH LATIMER, 
THAT PIOUS BISHOP & FAITH- 
FUL MARTYR 3; FROM WHICH 
THE READER WILL PERCEIVE 


SOMETHING OF THE STYLE. 


OF THE AGE, AS WELL ASTHE 
WIT AND SPIRIT OF THE 
PRELATE, 

SEVERELY censuring the indo- 
lence of many, among his cotem- 
poraries, in the sacred office, he 
says, “and now I would ask a 


strange question. Who is the 
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most diligent bishop.and prelate 
in all England, that passeth all the 
rest, in doing his office? I can tell, 
for I know him, who he is.; | know 
him well. But now, I think I see 
you listening and hearkening, that 
I should name him, There is one 
that passeth all the other, and is 
the most diligent preacher and 
prelate in all England. And, will 
ye know, who he is! 1 will tell 
you. Jt is the devil. He is the 
most diligent preacher of all other. 
He is never out of hisdiecese. He 
is never from his cure. Ye shall 
never find him unoccupied. He 
keepeth residence at all times. 
Call for him, whenever ye will, he 
is ever at home ; the most diligent 
preacher in all the realm.” 


re > OBS 


ANECDOTES, 


WHEN the friends of profes- 
sor Scougal came to visit him, in 
his last illness, he would say to 
them, “he had reason to. bless 
God, it was no. worse with him, 
than it was, and (says he) when 


om have the charity to remem- 
ser me in your prayers, do not 


think me a better man than I 
am ; but look on me, as indeed I 


Aneedoies, 


am, a miserable sinner.” He died. 
at the age of 28 years, 
i 

Dr. JOHNSON, it is well known 
was in the habit of contemplating 
death, with gloominess and anx. 
iety. A lady, *to whom, he ex- 
pressed this, said to him, “sir, 
you forget that your Savior is 
mercitul,”” “ No madam,” replied: 
the doctor, “I do not ferget that 
my Savior is merciful ; but I know, 
that, in the great day, he will place 
some on his right hand, and others. 
on his left.” 
’ ee + Gre 
ANECDOTE OF A LITTLE GIRLy 

ABOUT 10 YEARS. OF. AGE, 


|. A: little Girl being under the 
operation of the small pox at an, 
Island in the vicinity of Ports-. 
mouth, and being very sick, had’ 
some apples sent.to her one Sabs 
bath morning by a friend in town ;. 
upon which she addressed herself 
to her attendant and said, “Show. 
good God is to me in sending me 
these apples :” Her attendant. 
said to her “it was Mrs. ...... sent. 
you the apples.”” How you talk 
said she ; she would not have. 
thought of it if God had not put if, 
in her heart,” 
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NSTLLATION. 


On Wednesday the 17th ult. the 
rev. JOSHUA SPALDING was 
reinstalled to the Pastoral care of 
the Branch Church in Salem, 
Introductory prayer by the rev. 
mr. Pidgin of Hampton, Sermon 
by the rev. mr, Tuller, of Rowley, 
Installing prayer by the rev. mr. 
Akin of Dracutt, Charge by the 
rev. mr. Miltinaore, of Stratham. 


Fellowship of the Churches by the 
rev. mr. Stevens of Stoneham. 
The performances wer \ appro. 
priate, solemn and imprevsive, and 
the audience numerous, and ate 
tentive, and the whole accompa- 
nied with that harmony and satis- 
faction so desirable on such iatere. 





esting occasions, 
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MARRIAGES. 


At Portsmouth, 12th March, 
Cuaries CusHinc, esquire, of 
Boston, to miss ANN SHEAFE. 

Mr. DANIEL VAUGHAN to miss 
Mary Fuier. 


March 16th, mr. Jonn ScuEt- 
LING tomiss GRACE BELL YEA~ 


| Tron, 


April 25th, mr. Jospua Stacks 
POLE tomiss Mary Dayis. 
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Obituary Notices. si 


OBITUARY NOTICES. 


oe 


Tuesday the 5th of March de- 
Mrs. Lypia 
MANN, in the 58th year of her 
age, consort of John Mann, esq. 
of Orford, after a distressing sick- 
ness of about eight weeks. 

She has left 14 children and 335 
grand children, together with a nu- 
merous and respectable circle of 
friends and acquaintance to mourn 
their inestimable loss. 


If to water the silent grave with 
tears of sorrow, administer any 
comfort to departed merit, tears 
might well flow on this serious, so- 
Jeran and mournful occasion. The 
character of the deceased is too well 
known to need the pen of the Eu- 
jogist to delinenate her virtues, 
or the veil of secrecy to conceal 
her defects. As a woman she pos - 
sessed all the amiable talents 
which would render her an orna- 
ment to society ; as a parent she 
was vigilant and uncommonly at- 
tentive to the duties of her station; 
as a consort she was mild, loving, 
and affectionate, and while her 
hands willingly administered to the 
necessities of all, the lips, which 
are now Closed in eternal silence, 
were imparting useful, and enter- 
taming instruction to her rising 
offspring ; and finally, as a chris- 
tian, she was meek and truly a 
follower of the lowly Jesus. Hav- 
ing “laid hold on the hope set be- 
fore her” in the morning of life, 
her prospects of heaven bright- 
ened with age, and especially in 
her last sickness, did she long to 
be unclothed from the flesh, to be 
freed from the fetters of clay, that 
her soul might be at rest with 
God. Having been one of the first 
settlers of this country, one of the 
first members of the church in 
this place, having literally seen 
“the wilderness bud and blossom 
like the rose,” she has gone to re- 
ceive the welcome plaudit, “ well 
done good and faithful servant, 
enter into the joy of thy Lord.” 


PORTSMOUTH. 

Died March 3d, miss Hannan 
LANGDON Gove, aged 14 years, 
only daughter of capt. Edward 
Gove. Her illness was distressing 
but of short duration. She bore 
up under it with a patience and 
resignation worthy of riper year's 
and exhibited suck a christian 
faith and hope, as affords great 
satisfaction to surviving friends, 





24th March, Elizabeth, aged 21 
months, and Sist of the same 
month, Mary, aged 4 years, two 
promising children of mr, Wood- 
bury Tucker. ‘All flesh is grass, 
and all the goodliness thereof asa 
flower of the field.” O. 


Departed this life on Saturday 
evening, 30th March, after a lan- 
guishing complaint of many years 
continuance, which she bore with 
christian fortitude, mrs. Mary 
Jackson, aged 63, relict of the 
late Hall Jackson, esquire, M. D. 

She has left no near relatives 
to mourn her loss, except a wid- 
owed daughter, to whom the de- 
ceased was much endeared, and 
who sorrows most of all, as did the 
church in Ephesus at the,last in- 
terview with the apostle, that she 
shall behold her face no more, 
May the surviving daughter emu. 
late the virtues and may her clo- 
sing moments be marked with the 
lively hope, faith, and joy of the 
departed parent, O. 


— =a 


On Sabbath evening,31st March, 
after a short and painful illness, 
departed this lite STrerpHEeNn 
Cuask, esquire, A. M. merchant. 

For several days before his dis- 
solution he appeared to be appre. 
hensive that he was on the verge 
of the eternal world and breathed 
out his soul in prayer to God, 
with such fervor and hope in the 
Redeemer’s mercy, as leaves a 
happy refiection in the minds of 
his numerous and respectable rel« 





| atives and friends, QO, 
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Died 3d April, mrs. Janz Den- 
WETT, aged 27, consort of mr. 
George Dennet, tranquil, amid the 
pangs of dissolving nature, through 
the well grounded hope of a bles- 
sed immortality, O 


Departed this transitory scene, 


A Hymn. 


23d April, the widow Marca. 
RET Howe, aged 49, leaving a 
daughter and two sons to mourn 
the loss of an affectionate parent, 
but not to-mourn as those without 
hope. Blessed are the dead, who 
| die in the Lord.” 
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THE ASPIRATION. 


A HYMN. 
At the commencement of PUBLIC WORSHIP, 


RETIRE, vain world, awhile retire, 
And leave us ‘with the Lord ; 

Thy gifts ne’er fill one just desire, 
Nor lasting bliss afford. 


Dear Jesus ! come thou gentiy down, 
And fill this happy place ; 

©! make thy glor’ous goings known, 
Diffuse around thy grace. 


Shine, dearest Lord, from realms of day, 
Disperse the glooms of night ; 

Chase ail our clouds and doubts away, 
And turn the shades to light. 


Behold, and pity ! God above, 
Our cold and languid frame ; 
O ! shed abroad thy quick’ning love, 
And we'll adore thy name, , 


All glor’ous Jesus ! Source of grace, 
‘To thee we raise eur cry ; 
Unveil the beauties of thy face, 


To ey’ry waiting eye. 


Revive, O God ! desponding Saints, 
Who languish, droop and sigh ; 
Refresh the soul that pants and faints, 
Fill mourning hearts with joy. 


Tupart a gale of Heav’nly grace, 
Thou Lord of life divine ; 

Let sinners see thy quick’ning rays, 
And feel that power of thine. 


Gird on thy sword, victor’ous King, 
Subdue each stubborn will ; 

‘Then, sov’reign grace, we'll join to Sing, 
On Sion’s charming hill, 





